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A Note to Parents 

Jesus’ instructions are clear, “Go….and make disciples of all nations, baptizing them in the name 

of the Father, and of the Son, and of the Holy Spirit, teaching them observe all that I have 

commanded you” (Matt 28:19-20a).  Every Christian has been given the awesome calling to 

make disciples, and a disciple is a baptized follower of Jesus. If you are reading this, then most 

likely a child in your family or church has expressed a desire to be baptized. My goal is to equip 

you to disciple your child to obey Jesus’ command to be baptized. Basically, I want to help you 

be a disciple who makes disciples. I also want to help you understand from a biblical 

perspective if your child is ready for baptism. As you work together, you may find out your child 

is not ready. We have a plan for that too. Together, we will establish lifelong habits by which 

each of us will live as disciples who make disciples.  

You are a primary influence on your child 

• Be genuine. Deuteronomy 6 gives you instructions for being the person your child 

needs, and Deuteronomy 6 gives you a helpful structure for being a godly influence on 

your child. Spend some time prayerfully reading Deuteronomy 6 and thinking through 

how you can be a more godly influence on your child. 

 

After reading Deuteronomy 6 I need to _____________________________________   

Be quick to listen and slow to speak 

• Encourage your child to be genuine. Teach in a way that your child personally owns the 

truth. Be intentional to talk through the lessons not just get them done. As you teach, 

be careful not to answer the questions for your child. Make sure you have plenty of time 

and encourage your child to talk. 

Be diligent with the memory work 

• The goal is mastery not completion. You’ll need to memorize the verses and gospel 

outline so that you can work the truths into all aspects of life with your child (see 

Deuteronomy 6). Make note cards. Use a dry erase board. If you don’t have a dry erase 

board you can use a dry erase marker on a window or mirror (test it first).  

Enjoy Christ with your child 

• You need Christ as much as your child. Be intentional to bless your child by showing 

him/her how to delight in the forgiveness of sins and the glory of God’s Son. Campout 
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on truths that get you excited. If you feel like your child has lost interest, then stop and 

come back later.  

Pray with and for your child 

• There are helps at the end of each day for you to pray with your child. Take the lead in 

modeling a healthy prayer life by praying Scripture. Encourage your child to pray out 

loud and share ways your child can pray for you. 

Encourage your child to make disciples 

• Look for opportunities to help your disciple share what is being learned. The dinner 

table is a great place to share a testimony or biblical truth. Start with siblings and 

relatives. Have church members in your home and involve your child in the 

conversation. Talk to your pastors about how you and your child can help another 

person who is preparing for baptism. 

Work ahead and ask for help 

• As parents, we don’t need to know everything. We just need to stay one step ahead. If 

you are going to work with your child at night, then read through the study in the 

morning. Pray constantly for God’s help. If you don’t understand something, please ask. 

Connect with another parent going through the study. Connect with your pastors. If 

your child asks a question that you cannot answer, then tell him/her you don’t know but 

you’ll find out. Then go find the answer. God has placed you in a church so you can help 

others and be helped by others. Use that blessing. 

Find a place and make discipleship a priority 

• Discipling your child is an amazing blessing that takes time and requires prioritization. It 

can be helpful to choose a set place where the two of you can meet each day. There is 

also a benefit to putting the time you will meet on your calendar. Communicate with the 

rest of your family so they can protect the time and encourage you to keep meeting. 

When you meet, simply work through the material. Start at the top of the sheet each 

day and work through to the closing prayer. Basically, just start. It will make sense as 

you go, and your pastors are more than willing to help.  

 

 

Here we go….. 
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The Big Picture 

By the end of this study both of you should be able to say this outline from memory and explain 

each point from the Bible. As you do life each day, ask your child questions from the outline 

like, “Who is God?”. Encourage your child to answer from the bible study and then look for a 

personal explanation demonstrating your child has understanding. Memorize the biblical truths 

and help your child apply those truth to life. Here is an example. You ask, “Who is God?” Your 

child responds, “God is the Greatest Good, Creator and Rule Maker. That means God is better 

than everything, He made me, and gives me His good rules for life.” 

God 

• The Greatest Good 

• Creator 

• Rule Maker 

Man 

• Created 

• Rule Breaker 

Christ 

• The God-Man 

• Rule Keeper 

• Punishment Taker 

• The Way back to God 

Salvation 

• New Creation 

• Repent 

• Faith 

• Follow 

Baptism 

• Funeral and a Birthday Party 
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God- Part 1 

Big Idea: God is the Greatest Good, Creator, and Rule Maker. 

Memory Verse: “A day in your courts is better than a thousand 

elsewhere. I would rather be a doorkeeper in the house of my God than 

dwell in the tents of wickedness.” (Psalm 84:10) 

Use this page to practice writing the memory verse or draw a picture that illustrates the 

memory verse.  
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Day 1: God the Greatest-Good 

Work on memorizing Psalm 84:10 and the Big Idea together. 

Memory Verse: “A day in your courts is _____________ than a thousand elsewhere. I would 

rather be a doorkeeper in the house of my God than dwell in the tents of wickedness.” (Psalm 

84:10) 

Big Idea: God is the ___________________, Creator, and Rule-Maker 

Today’s Main Point: God is better. 

------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------- 

How this works (Parent read out) 

We are going to work through each day’s lesson in one sitting. Every day we will look at the 

Bible together; taking turns reading the Bible verses out loud. After the verses, there is a 

quick explanation and questions to help us understand what the verses mean. Don’t rush 

through. The goal is to understand it, not simply get through it. Please ask lots of questions.  

What does the Bible say? (Child read out) 

• Psalm 84:10, “A day in your courts is better than a thousand elsewhere. I would rather 

be a doorkeeper in the house of my God than dwell in the tents of wickedness.” 

Want to go further? Read Psalm 16:11 and Psalm 27:4 

What does that mean? (Child read out) 

God is the greatest good. Being with God is better than being with anyone else. Being with 

God is better than being anywhere else. Right now, it may be hard to believe that being 

with God is better than being with your best friend or being at your favorite place. Part of 

what it means to be a Christian is seeing the value and glory of God. We’ll talk more about 

this in days ahead. For now, go back and read Psalm 84:10 out loud. 

TRUTH: God is better. 

TALK About It (Parent, you ask the questions) 

• Who is your favorite person? What do you like about him/her? 

• What is your favorite place? What do you like about being there? 

• A day with God is better than 1,000 days being in your favorite place. What must God be 

like if one day with him is better than 1,000 days elsewhere? 
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What does the Bible say? (Child read out) 

• Philippians 3:8, “I count everything as loss because of the surpassing worth of knowing 

Christ Jesus my Lord. For his sake I suffered the loss of all things and count them as 

rubbish, in order that I may gain Christ.” 

Want to go further? Read Matthew 13:44 and watch “Hidden Treasure” from 

Modern Parables on Vimeo. 

 

What does that mean? (Parent read out) 

Knowing and enjoying God depends on knowing Jesus Christ. In Philippians 3:8, the apostle 

Paul tells us that he has experienced the best stuff out there and the best stuff is like trash 

compared to knowing Jesus Christ. Like a coach pleading with you to do everything you can 

in order to win, the apostle Paul is pleading with us to do everything we can to see and 

enjoy Jesus. 

TALK About It (Parent, you ask the questions) 

• What do you think about what Paul wrote in Philippians 3:8? 

o Parent, this is an open-ended question. Each day you want to help your child see 

that trusting Jesus means personally owning who He is and what He has done so 

that your child can be restored to God. Does your child have a desire to know 

God? Does your child feel badly when he/she sins? Can your child explain the 

biblical basics of the gospel? This study will help you teach these things. Pray for 

the Holy Spirit to apply these truths to your child’s heart. 

• Who is Jesus? 

o Parent, the Bible tells us that Jesus is fully God and fully man so that He can obey 

God’s laws for us and be a sufficient (better than good-enough) sacrifice for our 

sins. Help your child understand that Jesus came to remove your child’s sins so 

that your child can be restored to God. If this is new, keep working, we’ll explain 

this more in days to come. 

• Why is gaining Jesus the best thing that can happen to you? 

o Parent, God is the greatest good, our sin separates us from God, and Jesus is the 

only way to the Father. Jesus gives us God! 
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PRAY Together 

Each day there will be a “prayer starter” for you to use. Read the whole prayer and talk 

about any questions you have. You can pray the prayer word-for-word or you can use your 

own words. The important thing is to learn how to pray according to God’s Word. 

God, You tell me that You are better than everything. I see in the Bible that You are the 

greatest good. This is hard for me sometimes. I love other things more than You. Please 

forgive me. Help me to see and enjoy Your goodness. Help me to see how much I need Jesus. 

Thank you for teaching me. Help me to be grateful for all things and help me to love You 

more than all things. 

 

Good job! You’ve got the hang of it now. Choose your next meeting time and place. 

Lord willing, we will meet at this place ____________________ at this time _____________. 

Part of this study is building healthy habits for continuing spiritual growth. One crucial part 

of spiritual growth is reading God’s Word. Commit to reading one chapter of Mark’s gospel 

as you continue to work through this study. If you meet together in the evening, then each 

of you, individually and on your own, can read a chapter of Mark’s gospel in the morning. If 

you meet in the morning, then read a chapter of Mark before bed each night. Start the 

healthy habit of daily Bible reading. 
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Day 2: God the Creator 

What did you learn in your Bible reading? 

Work on memorizing Psalm 84:10 and the Big Idea together. 

Memory Verse: “A day in your courts is ________________ than a thousand elsewhere. ____ 

______________ ________________ a doorkeeper in the house of my God than dwell in the 

tents of wickedness.” (Psalm 84:10) 

Big Idea: God is the _________________, ________________, and Rule-Maker 

Main Point: God made everything, and everything He made was good. 

------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------- 

What does the Bible say? (Child read out) 

• God made it all: “In the beginning God created the heavens and the earth.” (Genesis 

1:1) 

• God made it all good: “God saw all that he had made, and it was very good.” (Genesis 

1:31) 

What does that mean? (Parent read out) 

In the beginning there were no tears or sadness or hurts.  There was no death or fighting; 

only good.  People loved God, and they loved one another.  People worked hard, and they 

enjoyed their work.  There was nothing to fear, and everything was good.  Broccoli tasted 

great, and no one ever needed to be grounded or sit in time out.  In the beginning 

everything was perfect, everyone obeyed God, and everyone was happy. 

What happened? (Child read out) 

A pattern started when Adam and Eve sinned in the Garden of Eden. Jeremiah 2:12-13 helps 

us understand what went wrong. “Be appalled O heavens, at this; be shocked, be utterly 

desolate, declares the Lord, for my people have committed two evils: they have forsaken 

me, the fountain of living waters, and hewed out cisterns for themselves, broken cisterns 

that can hold no water.” 

TALK About It: (Parent ask) 

• What is a cistern and why are they so important? (Parents, you may want to Google an 

image of a cistern) 
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o There were no water towers in these days. Cisterns were places to store water. If 

you didn’t have a cistern to store water, then you would be thirsty all the time. 

You and your animals could die. 

• What two things did the people do wrong according to Jeremiah 2:12-13? 

o The people forgot, or turned away from, God. The people tried to make 

themselves happy without God (they hewed out cisterns that can’t hold water). 

• In what ways do you try to make yourself happy without God? Both of you, give specific 

examples.  

o Examples can be disobeying parents, fighting with brothers or sisters, stealing, 

lying, or being lazy. Parent, does your child have an awareness of his/her sin? 

 

REVIEW today’s Main Point. (Parent, have your child fill in the blanks) 

God made __________________, and everything He made was _______________. 

What does the Bible say? (Child, read out) 

• God personally made mankind: “The LORD God formed the man from the dust of the 

ground and breathed into his nostrils the breath of life, and the man became a living 

being.” (Genesis 2:7) 

• God personally made me: “For you created my inmost being; you knit me together in 

my mother’s womb. I praise you because I am fearfully and wonderfully made; your 

works are wonderful. I know that full well.” (Psalm 139:13-14) 

What does that mean? 

• PARENT read, “King David, Israel’s greatest king, wrote Psalm 139.  Who was he talking 

to in verses 13-14?”  HINT: Find and read v.1. 

• PARENT ask, “Who made you?” 

• PARENT ask, “Did God mess up when He made you?”1 

• CHILD ask, “Who made you?” 

 
1 Parents, take some time here to celebrate your child; in doing so you are affirming that God is a wonderful 
Maker, and as a wonderful Maker He makes good things. Make the commitment today to tell your child that you 
are thankful to God for him/her. Let your child know you think God did a great job making him/her. I try to 
regularly tell my children that I am thankful God gave them to me. I say it to them all together, and I say it to them 
each individually. It is also good to celebrate the fact that God made your son a boy and your daughter a girl. 
Randy Stinson gave the helpful advice of telling your son you are glad God made him a boy and tell your son 
specific ways he does the “boy thing” well. Likewise, tell your daughter you are glad God made her a girl and tell 
her specific ways she does the “girl thing” well. Your child is fearfully and wonderfully made. Make sure he/she 
knows it. 
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• CHILD ask, “Did God know what He was doing when He made you?” 

Parent read: 

TRUTH: As God is Creator of all things, He is also Owner of all things. 

If you bake a batch of cookies, those cookies belong to you.  If you make a fort, you have the 

right to call it your own. You made each of them. You have the right to give the cookies away, 

sell them, or enjoy them yourself. You have the right to decide who can come into your fort and 

what will happen inside your fort. Because you made those things you control those things. 

TALK About It (Parent ask) 

• Where did you get the ingredients and materials to make the cookies or the fort? 

o We buy these from the store. 

• How did you get the money to buy those things? 

o We get jobs and go to work to make a paycheck. 

• Who gives us the ability to work and earn pay? 

o God gives us the ability to work and earn money. 

• Where did the store get the ingredients or materials? 

o These things have to be grown or made. 

• Who made the materials grow on the land or who put the materials in the ground? 

o God did. 

• What does it mean to say that since God created everything He has the right to control 

everything? 

o God is the maker and owner of all things and every person. He gets to make the 

rules. 

• Since God created you, are you in charge of God or is God in charge of you? 

PRAY Together 

God, thank you for all the good things you have made. You are good and everything you 

made is good. Forgive me for taking those good things and doing bad things with them. 

Forgive me for trying to make myself happy without you. Thank you for sending Jesus so I 

can be forgiven and made right with you. God, you are the greatest good. Thank you for 

showing me that truth.  
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Day 3: God the Rule-Maker 

What did you learn in your Bible reading? 

Work on memorizing Psalm 84:10 and the Big Idea together. 

Memory Verse: “A day in ______   _____________ is ________________ than a thousand 

__________________. I __________________ ____________  ____ a doorkeeper in the house 

of ___  ___________ than dwell in the tents of wickedness.” (Psalm 84:10) 

Big Idea: God is the _________________, ________________, and _______________________ 

Main Point: God made you to love Him and He gave you His good rules. 

------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------- 

Parent read out: “Remember, God is in charge.  He made everything, including you.  Because He 

made you, He has the right to do whatever He wants with you.  You are His creation!” 

What does the Bible say? (Child read out) 

• A very important question: “How can a young man keep his way pure?” (Psalm 119:9a) 

• A life-changing answer: “By living according to [God’s] word.” (Psalm 119:9b) 

What does that mean? (Child read out) 

Since God made the world, God knows how the world and everything in it should work. 

The Bible is God’s instruction book teaching us how we ought to live. 

IMAGINE: What if we didn’t have any labels? (Parent read out) 

Imagine going to the grocery store and all the liquids were in unmarked bottles on the 

same shelf in the store. Apple juice, which is good to drink, would be right beside gasoline, 

which can kill you if you drink it. The two bottles might look exactly alike.  How would we 

know the difference? The labels tell us the difference. 

Imagine now that you have a craving for Mountain Dew.  You are in your local grocery 

store, which has decided to save some money by putting each liquid in identical 

containers…and they never bothered to get around to labeling them.  You see a row of 

liquids.  The bottle with green liquid may, in fact, be Mountain Dew.  But it may also be 

poisonous green engine coolant.  Does it sound like a good idea to go ahead and take a 

drink to figure out what the liquid is?  (Please answer, “NO!” to that.  Thanks.)  When a 

company puts a warning label on a product, they do it to keep us safe. When we use 
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something for its intended purpose, then things work out.  When we use engine coolant to 

quench our thirst, we threaten our very lives. 

TALK About It (Parent ask) 

• What other things can you think of that—if used the wrong way—can be dangerous?  

o Fireworks, Drano, guns, power tools 

• Think about your heart (the things you love), your mind (the way you think), and your 

body.  These are all wonderful if used correctly, but dangerous if used incorrectly.  

o CHILD, ask your parent to tell you about a time when he/she used heart, mind, 

or body in a dangerous way. 

o PARENT, have you loved something or thought something dangerous? Talk about 

how that thing that looked good (sin) turned out to be bad. 

TRUTH: God made you to love Him. 

What does the Bible say? (Parent read out) 

A man once asked Jesus, “What is the greatest commandment in the Law?” This man was 

trying to trick Jesus into saying something that would get Jesus into trouble. But Jesus didn’t 

fall into his trap. Jesus even went on to answer the man’s question. The most important rule 

that God has ever given is this: Love the Lord your God with all your heart and with all your 

soul and with all your mind (Matthew 22:37). 

What does that mean? (Child read out) 

Loving what is good is good. Loving what is bad is bad. 

If your mom or dad told you to tie your shoes together, take a big sharp knife in both hands, 

and then hop around the table you would be right to think your parent is crazy and doesn’t 

love you at all. But if your mom or dad told you to do something that would be good for you 

then you’d know they love you. If your parents told you to do something that would make 

you happy then you’d know they love you. If your parents commanded, taught, and 

disciplined you so that you gained the most wonderful treasure in the whole world you 

probably wouldn’t like the discipline, but you’d be glad you gained the treasure. 

God is the greatest treasure. When he commands me to love him he’s commanding me to 

do the very thing that will make me the happiest.  
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TRUTH: God teaches us through His Word 

What does the Bible say? (Parent read out) 

• Psalm 119:105, “Your word is a lamp to my feet and a light for my path.” 

Both of you share a story about a time when you ran into something or stepped on 

something because the room was dark and you didn’t see it. 

What does this mean? (Parent read out) 

Walking in the darkness causes pain. 

If we don’t listen to God’s Word it’s like being lost in a dark room. We cannot know God 

apart from the Bible. We cannot even love God without God’s Word. If we try to be a family 

without God’s Word we are going to hurt ourselves and others. God’s Word shows us how 

to be family. We can’t do marriage, spend money, have friends, or even be a part of a 

church without the wisdom of God’s Word. God teaches us through His Word. We must 

listen to Him. This is why we want to read the Bible everyday. 

REVIEW today’s Main Point: God made you to _______ him and He gave you His _______ rules. 

TALK About It (Parent ask) 

• Does God give you instructions and commandments because He doesn’t like you or 

because He loves you? How do you know? 

o God tells me in his Word that he loves me. By giving Jesus for me, God proves 

that he loves me (Romans 5:8). 

• Who knows how life works best, God or you? 

o God knows best. 

• Why it is important to read God’s Word every day? 

o The Bible is the way God has chosen to make himself known to us and in the Bible 

God tells us how to do life. 

PRAY Together 

Psalm 119:73 is a prayer, “Your hands made me and formed me; give me understanding to 

learn your commands.” 

As you continue this study together, ask God to give you understanding. Ask God to show 

you what He expects of you. Tell God that you know you can trust Him because He made 

you.  
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Man- Part 2 

Big Idea: Man is created and a rule breaker. 

Memory Verse: “For all have sinned and fall short of the glory of God.” 

(Romans 3:23) 

Use this page to practice writing the memory verse or draw a picture that illustrates the 

memory verse. 
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Day 4: Man, the Created  

What did you learn in your Bible reading? 

Work on memorizing Romans 3:23 and the Big Idea together. 

Memory Verse: For ________ have sinned and fall short of the glory of God. Romans 3:23 

Big Idea: Man is ______________ and a rule-breaker 

Today’s Main Point: We should listen to and obey the God who made us. 

------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------- 

TRUTH: God created Man to listen to Him 

What does the Bible say? (Parent read out) 

• Genesis 1:28-29, “God blessed [the man and woman He created] and said to them, ‘Be 

fruitful and increase in number; fill the earth and subdue it. Rule over the fish of the sea 

and the birds of the air and over every living creature that moves on the ground.’” 

(Genesis 1:28-29) 

The first thing God did after creating Adam and Eve was bless them.  He 

encouraged them and promised to do good to them. The next thing God did was 

give them instructions.  He gave them rules for living. 

 

TRUTH: God gave man rules for his good 

What does the Bible say? (Child read out) 

• Genesis 2:15-17, “The Lord God took the man and put him in the Garden of Eden to 

work it and take care of it. And the Lord God commanded the man, ‘You are free to eat 

from any tree in the garden; but you must not eat from the tree of the knowledge of 

good and evil, for when you eat of it you will surely die.” (Genesis 2:15-17) 

What does that mean? (Parent read out) 

Even from the very beginning, when man lived in a perfect world, God gave man 

instructions.  God continues to teach man how to gain the good and avoid the bad (“Drink 

the apple juice, not the poison”). 
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TALK with your child about a time when you taught him/her to do something (how to feed 

herself/himself, ride a bike, play a game, use the potty, etc).  This would be a good chance 

to pull out some old videos and show your child what she or he was like as a toddler. 

 

TALK About It (Parent ask) 

• What can we expect to happen if we do not listen to the God who loves and teaches us? 

o If we turn away from God, then we can expect things to be hard (Proverbs 13:15; 

Ecclesiastes 2:26). We will be frustrated and try to make ourselves happy without 

God. The wages of sin is death (Romans 6:23) 

TRUTH: God created Man to take care of the world and others 

What Does the Bible Say? (Child read and answer) 

God gave Adam (the first “Man”) instructions for life.  Fill in the blanks using Genesis 1:28. 

Be ______________ and __________________  and  ___________ the earth and 

_____________ it and have _________________ over the fish of the sea and 

the birds of the air and over every living creature that moves on the 

ground. 

What Does That Mean? (Parent read out) 

God gave Adam an incredible gift.  God gave him the world.  And He gave him the world so 

that Adam would take care of it and bring out its best. God gave Adam a wife so that they 

could have children and fill the earth with happy families who love God, listen to God, and 

follow God.  These happy, God-loving families would build cities and work for the good of 

others.  With happy, God-loving, God-listening, God-following families filling the earth, 

there would be no place for sadness or fear.  There would be no hurt feelings or hateful 

words.  No one would ever die, and there would be no reason to cry.  

Each one of us was created to listen to God and learn from Him.  God teaches us for our 

good. The most foolish thing anyone could do is refuse to listen to God. 

TALK About It 

• Each of you share where you are having a hard time doing what God has told you to do. 

PRAY Together 

James 1:19-21 says, “Know this, my beloved brothers: let every person be quick to hear, 

slow to speak, slow to anger; for the anger of man does not produce the righteousness of 
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God. Therefore put away all filthiness and rampant wickedness and receive with meekness 

the implanted word, which is able to save your soul.” 

CHILD: Ask God to help your parent listen to Him and not make excuses for his/her sin. Ask 

God to show your parent his/her sin and ask God to help your parent believe the good news 

that Jesus died for his/her sins and rose again on the third day. 

PARENT: Ask God to help your child listen to Him and not make excuses for his/her sin. Ask 

God to show your child his/her sin and ask God to help your child believe the good news 

that Jesus died for his/her sins and rose again on the third day. 

 

Day 5: Man, the Rule-Breaker  

What did you learn in your Bible reading? 

Work on memorizing Romans 3:23 and this lesson’s Big Idea together. 

Memory Verse: For ________ have ___________ and fall short of the glory of God. Romans 

3:23 

Big Idea: Man is ______________ and a rule-_____________ 

Today’s Main Point:  Man refused to listen to God.  

------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------- 

What does the Bible say? (Child read out) 

• Man listened to Satan instead of God READ Genesis 3:1-6 aloud together from your 

Bible. 

What does this mean? (Parent read out) 

This is the story of Satan’s temptation of Adam and Eve, where everything went wrong.  

Satan tricked Adam and Eve into thinking that God was actually mean to them and was 

keeping good things from them.  Adam and Eve had a choice to make.  They could listen to 

God, follow Him, and enjoy the good of being with Him.  Or, they could listen to Satan, 

disobey God, and be punished.  Adam and Eve chose to turn away from God and do what 

they wanted to do instead of the good thing God had taught them to do. 

Every bad thing in us, and in the world, can be traced back to this bad decision. 
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TRUTH: We have all turned away from God 

What does the Bible say about it? (Child read out) 

• Romans 3:10-12, “None is righteous, no not one; no one understands, no one seeks for 

God. All have turned aside, together they have gone wrong; no one does good, not even 

one.”  

What does this mean? (Parent read out) 

Each one of us is just like Adam and Eve.  We have all sinned against God because we refuse 

to listen to Him and obey Him. 

To be “righteous” basically means you do what is right. It means that you have only and 

always done, said, and thought the right things. The right things are God’s things, those 

instructions He gave us. Have you ever done, said, or thought anything wrong? Have you 

always done, said, and thought ONLY what God has said to do, say, and think? 

Take the Test… (Parent ask) 

• Have you always loved God more than your toys and been glad to share your good 

things with your brother, sister, and friends? 

• Have you ever not wanted to do something God told you to do like go to church and 

worship Him? 

• Have you ever taken something without asking? That’s called stealing. 

• Have you ever told a lie? 

• Have you always listened to your parents and gladly obeyed every instruction they 

gave? 

• Have you ever wasted food or torn up something that was still good? 

• Have you ever said something mean or nasty that hurt someone’s feelings? 

Child, read out Romans 3:10-12 

• “None is righteous, no not one; no one understands, no one seeks for God. All have 

turned aside, together they have gone wrong; no one does good, not even one.”  

Parent ask and then read the following 
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• Can you still say that you are righteous? Can you say that you have always done, said, 

and thought ONLY what is good?2 

Your problem and my problem are very big.  No one understands how life is supposed to 

work.  No one wants to listen to God.  We all want to do things our way.  We keep doing, 

saying, and thinking bad things.  We hurt other people.  Because we have turned away from 

God everything has gone wrong, and nothing works.  Friends get hurt and leave.  Parents 

separate and break up families. 

God tells us that there is not one good person out there.  Not even one.  Not me and not 

you.  We are filthy and dirty because we have turned away from God. 

PRAY Together 

Ask God to show you the ways that you have turned away from Him. 

Repent to God (tell him you are sorry for your sin) and thank God for giving Jesus so that 

you can be forgiven. 

Pray for one another and ask God to show each of you your sin. 

 

Day 6: Punishment for Sin 

What did you learn in your Bible reading? 

Work on memorizing Romans 3:23 and this lesson’s Big Idea together. 

Memory Verse: For ________ have ___________ and ______________ of the glory of God. 

Romans 3:23 

Big Idea: Man is ______________ and a rule-_____________ 

Main Point: God will punish disobedience 

------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------- 

TRUTH: Punishment is coming 

 

 
2 A brief note to parents: For your child to understand what Jesus did on the cross he/she must understand his/her 
own personal sin against God. Do not try to make your child feel guilty for disobeying you. Help your child 
understand that he/she has disobeyed God. One of the marks of being a Christian is personal repentance or sorrow 
for sin. Does your child have this mark of a believer? 
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Parent read out: 

The good news is the Creator of the world has promised to do something about His world 

that has become so messed up by sin. The bad news is we are the problem. 

Now you may not think that you are a bad person.  At least you are not as bad as that kid at 

school or maybe your little brother or your big sister.  But listen to what Jesus said, “Be 

perfect, therefore, as your heavenly Father is perfect” (Matthew 5:48). It is not enough just 

to be “not as bad” as someone else is.  God says you must be perfect like He is.  If you are 

not as perfect as God is, then you cannot be with Him.  So, you will miss the best.  You will 

spend forever without God and all of the goodness that He offers.  

What does the Bible say about it? (Child read out) 

• God will judge us: “But I tell you that men will have to give account on the day of 

judgment for every careless word they have spoken.” (Matthew 12:36) 

What does that mean? (Child read out) 

God loves perfectly and He expects the people He made to love perfectly. God does 

everything right and so He expects the people that He made to do everything right as well.  

Sometimes I do things I know are wrong, but my parents or teachers don’t catch me. I might 

think that I am not in trouble because no one saw, but that’s not true.  God saw.  God sees 

everything.  He is the Judge, and He punishes wrong.  He promised to judge me, and that 

means I am in big trouble. 

TRUTH: Sin leads to death 

What does the Bible say about it? (Parent read out) 

• Romans 6:23a, “For the wages of sin is death”  

TALK about it (Parent read out) 

Have you ever given your mom flowers? Maybe you picked her some from the front yard or 

from the garden? (If you haven’t, you probably should, but be sure to ask before you pick 

someone else’s flowers. Don’t forget: Thou shalt not steal.)  

When you picked that flower it was pretty and tall and the colors were bright. But overnight 

something changed.  

• What happened to the flower after you picked it? Why did that flower begin to wilt and 

fade and die?  

• Can you reattach the flower or put it back into the ground so that it comes back to life? 
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Because of sin you are like that flower. Sin separates you from God. Sin makes you die 

physically and sin caused you to die spiritually.  

It is hard to see that death right now in your young body but I’m sure you have seen it in 

your grandparents or some of the older people in the church. Their bodies aren’t young and 

strong like they used to be. They are dying.  

REVIEW (Child read out) 

Romans 3:23 says, “the wages of sin is _______________.” 

Have you ever seen a real animal that has been stuffed? Maybe you’ve seen a stuffed bear 

or a deer at a store or in someone’s home. Those animals look alive, but they are really 

dead. They look alive but there is no life inside of them.  

Apart from trusting in Jesus, every person looks alive but spiritually speaking they are dead. 

Romans 3:10-12 tells us that no one understands and no one seeks God. Your heart has 

gone wrong. You have turned away from God. We all have. 

What does that mean? (Parent read out) 

Because of sin your body will one day wear out and die. Because of sin your heart is cold 

toward God and you have done bad things (Praise God He is working in your heart now!). 

You don’t love God and others like you should and God has promised that he will judge you. 

He will punish you. You have turned away from good. All there is to come is bad. 

Hebrews 10:27 tells you that If you do not change there is nothing for you “but only a 

fearful expectation of judgment and of raging fire that will consume the enemies of God.” 

Now, I don’t want to scare you so that you pray a prayer and get baptized to avoid this 

frightening place. I want you to see that God will judge you and God will punish your sin. 

You desperately need someone to save you. You cannot handle your sin on your own. 

PRAY Together 

• Pray that God would make each one of you as serious as he is about your sin.  

• Pray and ask that the Holy Spirit would show each of you where you are sinning and 

what is going to happen to each of you because of that sin.  

• Pray that each of you would see how bad your sin is and how wonderful Jesus is. 
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Christ – Part 3 

Big Idea: Jesus is the God-man, the rule-keeper, and our punishment-

taker 

Memory Verse: “For our sake he made him to be sin who knew no sin, 

so that in him we might become the righteousness of God” (2 

Corinthians 5:21). ***Consider using CSB version for readability: 

“He made the one who did not know sin to be sin for us, so that in him 

we might become the righteousness of God” (Christian Standard Bible).  

Use this page to practice writing the memory verse or draw a picture that illustrates the 

memory verse. 
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Day 7: Jesus the God-Man (God became man)  

What did you learn in your Bible reading? 

Work on memorizing 2 Corinthians 5:21 and this lesson’s Big Idea together. 

Memory Verse: “For _____   ____________ he made him to be sin who knew no sin, so that in 

him we might become the righteousness of God” (2 Corinthians 5:21). 

Big Idea: Jesus is the ________________, the rule-keeper, and our punishment-taker. 

Today’s Main point: Jesus is completely God and completely man 

------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------- 

What does the Bible say? (Child read out) 

• Jesus is fully God: “in Christ all the fullness of the Deity lives in bodily form” (Colossians 

2:9).  

• Jesus created everything: “He is the image of the invisible God, the firstborn over all 

creation. For by him all things were created: things in heaven and on earth, visible and 

invisible, whether thrones or powers or rulers or authorities; all things were created by 

him and for him. He is before all things, and in him all things hold together” (Colossians 

1:15-17) 

• Jesus is exactly like God: “Long ago, at many times and in many ways, God spoke to our 

fathers by the prophets, but in these last days he has spoken to us by his Son, whom he 

appointed the heir of all things, through whom also he created the world. He is the 

radiance of the glory of God and the exact imprint of his nature, and he upholds the 

universe by the word of his power” (Hebrews 1:1-3) 

What does that mean? (Parent read out) 

Jesus is exactly God. God the Son is exactly like God the Father because they have an 

identical nature. Basically, this means that the same stuff that makes up God the Father is 

the exact same stuff that makes up God the Son. The Father and Son are different persons 

but share the same essence.  

Jesus is different from every other man that God ever sent. Jesus is not just a prophet, or 

just a man, Jesus is God’s Son. Hebrews 1:3 tells us that Jesus, the Son of God, “is the 

radiance of the glory of God and the exact imprint of his nature.” 

This is truly deep, wonderful, exciting, and sometimes confusing. It is important that you 

understand that Jesus is fully God. This is important to understand when it comes to Jesus 
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dying on the cross to take the punishment for your sins. You’ll understand more as we go. 

But grab onto to the truth that Jesus is, in fact, fully completely God. 

TALK About it (Parent ask) 

• Is Jesus filled with half of God? How much “God-ness” or “deity” is Jesus filled with? 

o Jesus is fully God. Jesus has all deity and all humanity (except for sin). 

• We learned earlier that God created everything. Who does Colossians 1:15-17 say 

created all things? What does this say about Jesus? If Genesis 1:1 says in the beginning 

God created the heavens and the earth, and Colossians 1:15-17 says Jesus created all 

things, then who is Jesus? 

o Colossians 1:15-17 say that Jesus created everything. Jesus is God. 

REVIEW Today’s Main Point. Jesus is completely God and completely man. 

What does the Bible say? (Child read out) 

• God Became a Man/The Word Became Flesh: The Apostle John lived with Jesus for 

three years and this is what he had to say about Jesus, “the Word became flesh and 

dwelt among us, and we have seen his glory, glory as of the only Son from the Father, 

full of grace and truth” (John 1:14). 

 

• God Became like us: Hebrews 2:14 says this about Jesus, “Since the children have flesh 

and blood, he too shared in their humanity so that by his death he might destroy him 

who holds the power of death—that is, the devil“. 

What does that mean? (Parent read out) 

The Word is another name for the Son of God or Jesus. Read the verse again with that in 

mind: “The [Son of God] became flesh and dwelt among us, and we have seen his glory, 

glory as of the only Son from the Father, full of grace and truth.” John saw Jesus eat, sleep, 

laugh, cry, and teach. After watching Jesus and living with Jesus for three years, John tells us 

that Jesus is certainly a man (he became flesh) and Jesus is certainly God (the Son had the 

glory of the Father). 

 

Jesus did not just look like a man. Jesus was a man. He had muscle and tendons and lungs 

and a brain. He had blood pumping through his heart and air coming out of his nose.  

What does the Bible say? (Child read out) 

• Jesus is the God-Man for us: The end of Hebrews 2:14 tells us that there is a reason 

Jesus became a man. Why did Jesus share in our humanity? Finish Hebrews 2:14, 
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 “So that by his____________________________________________________________ 

________________________________________________________________________ 

What does that mean? (Parent read out) 

We are beginning to see that Jesus came to do something for us. Jesus came on a mission to 

help us. He came to rescue us from death. 

 

PRAY Together 

Some things are hard to understand in the Bible. We need to listen to this advice, “Think 

over what I say, for the Lord will give you understanding in everything” (2 Timothy 2:7). 

 

Pray for one another to think about what you’ve been studying. Take the time to talk with 

others like your pastor, Sunday School teacher, and other godly people.3 Take your 

questions to these teachers God has given you. Pray that each of you will not be afraid to 

ask questions and take the time to think about Jesus. 

 

Pray for one another to understand. Ask God to help each of you to understand what it 

means that Jesus is fully God and fully man. Ask God to help each of you understand why 

Jesus is so important. 

 

Day 8: Jesus the Rule Keeper (He always obeyed) 

What did you learn in your Bible reading? 

Work on memorizing 2 Corinthians 5:21 and this lesson’s Big Idea together. 

Memory Verse: “For ____   _____________ he made him to be sin who knew no sin, so that 

___   ___________ we might become the righteousness of God” (2 Corinthians 5:21). 

Big Idea: Jesus is the _______-_________, the _________-________________, and our 

punishment taker. 

Today’s Main point: Jesus always obeyed God for you 

------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------- 

 
3 Note to parents: Encourage your child to call a family member or godly person in the church and talk about Jesus. 
Who is Jesus and what did He come to do? Invite a godly man or woman over to your home for a meal to talk 
about Jesus. 



28 
 

The Test (Parent read out) 

There once was an eight-year-old boy named Ben. Ben had to take a test. Ben was terribly 

worried because this was a big test. This was the biggest test Ben ever faced. It was so big 

if Ben failed the test he would die. But if Ben passed the test he would live. Can you 

imagine how scared Ben must have felt? 

 

To make it even worse Ben knew he couldn’t pass the test. Do you know what Ben had to 

do? Ben had to jump over the Atlantic Ocean. Ben had to run and jump from New York City 

to London, England. That’s 3,470 miles in one jump! 

TALK About It (Parent ask) 

• What does Ben need in order to pass the test? 

o Ben needs the ability to fly. 

• Can Ben pass the test on his own or does he need help? 

o Ben cannot pass the test. He needs help. 

TRUTH: Jesus always did the right thing 

What does the Bible say? (Child read out) 

Listen to what God the Father said about Jesus, ““This is my beloved Son, with whom I am 

well pleased” (Matthew 3:17; 17:5).  

 

Hebrews 4:15 tells us that Jesus was tempted in every way like we are, but he never sinned! 

What does that mean? (Parent read out) 

Jesus is your rule-keeper. 

 

Jesus always did, said, and thought the things that pleased God. Unlike Adam, Jesus always 

listened to God. Unlike you and me, Jesus always loved God and loved others perfectly.4 

Jesus takes the test (Parent ask) 

• Did Jesus always love God more than his toys and was he glad to share his good 

things with his brothers, sisters, and friends? 

 
4 Note to parents: faith that saves is faith that trusts Jesus. Christians trust that Jesus did all that God requires in 
our place. For your child to be saved, he/she must believe Jesus is his/her righteousness. Does your child trust 
what Jesus did or is your child trying to obey God and get baptized in order to be saved? You want to figure out 
what your child is trusting in. Does your child trust in his/her faith, repentance, or baptism? Or, does your child 
trust in Jesus and what He has done? 
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o Yes, Jesus always loves God and does good others. 

 

• Did Jesus always want to do what God told him to do?  

o Yes. See Hebrews 10:7 if there is debate on this one. 

 

• Did Jesus ever take something without asking? That’s called stealing. 

o No. Jesus never sinned. He never disobeyed God. 

 

• Did Jesus ever tell a lie? 

o No. Jesus never sinned. He always obeyed God. 

 

• Did Jesus always listen to his parents and gladly obey every instruction they gave? 

o Yes. Jesus always looked for his happiness by doing what his Father says. 

 

• Did Jesus ever waste food or tear up something that was still good? 

o No. 

 

• Did Jesus ever say something mean or nasty to hurt someone’s feelings? 

o No. 

 

TALK About It (Parent read out) 

Go back to page 20 and compare your child’s answers when he/she took the test and Jesus’ 

answers now. What is the difference between your child and Jesus? 

Jesus loved God above all else and he loved his neighbor as himself. Each one of us does 

not. Jesus had no sin. We are full of sin. 

TRUTH: Jesus always did the right thing for you 

What does the Bible say? (Child read out) 

Remember when we looked at Romans 3:10-12 and learned that every one of us is full of 

sin? We saw that there is none righteous. No not one. No one understands. No one seeks 

for God. No one does good. 

No one but Jesus! 

1 Corinthians 1:30, “And because of [God] you are in Christ Jesus, who became to us 

wisdom from God, righteousness, sanctification and redemption.” 
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What does that mean? (Parent read out) 

If a person is joined to Jesus by faith then Jesus becomes righteousness, sanctification, and 

redemption for that person. 

Jesus came to pass the test for us! 

TALK About It (Parent read out then ask the questions) 

Remember our friend Ben who had to jump across the ocean or die? Think about God’s test 

for you- you must be as perfect as God (Matthew 5:48). The only person who has ever been 

as perfect as God is Jesus. Jesus must become your righteousness. He must make you as 

perfect as God. Jesus must redeem you. 

• When a Christian puts his trust in Jesus what is he trusting Jesus to do? 

o Parent, you want your child to understand and believe that Jesus takes away 

your child’s sin and Jesus gives your child his righteousness. What does your 

child believe about the cross? 

• What does it mean to believe Jesus is your wisdom from God? 

o When Jesus is your wisdom, you believe the way Jesus lives is the wise and 

best way for you to live. Does your child want to follow or imitate Jesus? 

• What does it mean to believe Jesus is your righteousness? 

o Parent, this is crucial. Believing Jesus is my righteousness means believing 

Jesus obeyed all of God’s rules for me. Jesus gives me his perfection, his 

righteous standing before God. The classic question is, “When you stand 

before God and he asks you why he should let you into heaven, what will you 

say?” In order for your child to trust the gospel, your child must first learn the 

gospel message. The gospel message is that Jesus died for my sins and gives 

me his righteousness. Does your child show the signs of repentance over sins 

and trust in Jesus? 

• What does it mean to believe Jesus is your redemption?  

o Believing Jesus is my redemption means believing Jesus did everything God 

requires in order for me to be forgiven of all my sins and set free from slavery 

to sin (read Romans 6 for more on freedom from slavery to sin). 

PRAY Together 

Thank God that Jesus came to pass the test for us. 

Tell God you are sorry for the many ways you failed His test. Tell God specifically how you 

have failed. Thank God for Jesus who paid the penalty for you and kept the rules for you. 
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Day 9: Jesus the Punishment Taker (He died in your place) 

What did you learn in your Bible reading? 

Work on memorizing 2 Corinthians 5:21 and this lesson’s Big Idea together. 

Memory Verse: “For ____  _____________ he made him to be sin who knew no sin, so that ___  

_________ we might become the ___________________ of God” (2 Corinthians 5:21). 

Big Idea: Jesus is the _____-___________, the ______-________________, and our 

_____________-____________. 

Today’s Main point: Jesus died on the cross for your sins 

------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------- 

What does the Bible say? (Child read out) 

2 Corinthians 5:21 tells us, “God made him who had no sin to be sin for us, so that in him we 

might become the righteousness of God.” 

TALK About It (Parent ask) 

• Who is the “him” of this verse? 

o God made him = God made Jesus. 

• Did Jesus have sin? 

o No, Jesus never sinned. 

• If Jesus didn’t have any sin why did he die on the cross? 

o Jesus died on the cross to pay the penalty for my sin. 

• If Jesus didn’t have any sin, for whom was he being punished? 

o Parent, I ask this question again to help you see if your child understands the 

work of Jesus personally. There is a difference in knowing the fact that Jesus died 

for sins and believing or trusting that Jesus died for my own sin. Does your child 

know, believe, and trust in Jesus’ work for your child’s sin? Does your child have 

any appreciation or affection for Christ? 

• Look carefully at 2 Corinthians 5:21. What do you become if you are in Christ?  

o If I am in Christ, then I become the righteousness of God. 

What does the Bible say? (Child read out) 

Read Colossians 2:13-14 in the ESV, “And you, who were dead in your trespasses and the 

uncircumcision of your flesh, God made alive together with him, having forgiven us all our 
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trespasses, by canceling the record of debt that stood against us with its legal demands. 

This he set aside, nailing it to the cross. 

What does that mean? (Parent read out) 

Jesus is your punishment-taker 

Everything that you have done wrong or will do wrong is called your record of debt. Every 

bad thing you have ever done, said, or thought is in your record of debt. Every good thing 

you should have done or said but didn’t do or say is in your record of debt. That is one big 

sad book isn’t it? 

Now that record of debt is proof that you are a sinful person. That record of debt is a big 

problem. Your wrongs stand against you and accuse you. You are guilty before God. But 

remember Jesus! He came for the specific purpose of taking that record of debt upon 

himself. He willingly came to die in your place. He took on flesh and was born because he 

wanted to take your punishment. 2,000 years ago your record of debt was nailed to the 

cross. Jesus took your sins upon himself and died in your place so you can enjoy God.5  

TALK About It (Parent ask) 

• This is a hard question but very important. How does God forgive all your sins? Look 

again at Colossians 2:13-14. Using the verse, tell me how God cancels your debt. 

o God cancels my sin-debt by nailing it to the cross. Jesus died specifically to 

take my punishment for my sin. 

• Do you have to love God first and then He will forgive you?  

o No. 2,000 years ago, God took action to love and forgive me. 

• Do you have to promise to do what is right and then God will forgive you?  

o No. 2,000 years ago, God chose to do everything it takes for me to be 

forgiven if I trust in Jesus. 

• Do you have to pray a prayer and if you pray hard enough then God will forgive you? 

o No. Forgiveness doesn’t depend on what I do but on what Jesus has done. 

Parent, does your child show signs of gratitude to God for Jesus Christ? 

• What punishment do you deserve because of those sins? (See Romans 6:32 if you 

have forgotten) 

o Romans 6:23 says I deserve to die for my sins but Jesus died in my place. 

 
5 NOTE to Parents: You may choose to read through Isaiah 53 and talk with your child about all 
the different ways we see Jesus gladly taking our punishment and dying in our place. 
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What does the Bible say? (Child read out) 

1 Peter 2:24 says, “He himself bore our sins in his body on the tree, so that we might die to 

sins and live for righteousness; by his wounds you have been healed.” 

“The tree” is the cross. Jesus bore our sins in his body on the cross. 

What does that mean? (Parent read out) 

To die to sin means you are given new desires, new wants, and the power to turn away 

from sin. To live for righteousness means you are given the power to love God and love 

others. You can be healed! You can change!6 

Our friend Ben, who had to jump across the ocean, was not able under his own strength to 

pass the test. He couldn’t do it! But imagine if he was completely changed. What if he was 

given the ability to fly? If Ben could be completely changed, if Ben could be made new and 

different, he could pass the test. 

None of us can pass God’s test. None of us is righteous. But if Jesus takes our sins and gives 

us his righteousness then we can pass the test. Part of what it means to believe in Jesus is 

believing that he died on the cross to take away your sins and he willingly gives you his 

perfect righteousness. This is called the Great Exchange. Jesus takes my sin and gives me his 

righteousness.  

TALK About It (Parent ask) 

• Whose sins did Jesus take to the cross?  

o Jesus took my sins, my record of wrongs, on himself on the cross. 

• 1 Peter 2:24 tells us that there is a specific way that you are healed. By what are you 

healed? 

o I am healed by Jesus’ stripes; by Jesus’ punishment. 

PRAY Together 

Parent: Model for your child what it looks like to genuinely confess your sins to God and 

trust Christ for forgiveness and righteousness. Don’t be vague. Be specific. You have sinned 

 
6 Parent, can you see your child’s desires changing because of trust in Jesus? Remember, salvation is not perfection 
now. Salvation is sanctification now because of union with Jesus (slow change in which the believer becomes more 
like Jesus). Perfection comes after Jesus returns and makes us gloriously new. Being baptized will not change your 
child. Faith in Jesus, displayed in baptism, will change your child. Does your child have faith? Does your child show 
signs of increasing love toward God and hatred of sin? 
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today, and your child has probably seen it. You might have even sinned against your child. 

Run to God and confess your sins. 

Ask your child if he/she wants to pray and talk to God about his/her sins. 



35 
 

Day 10: Jesus is the way back to God 

What did you learn in your Bible reading? 

Work on memorizing 2 Corinthians 5:21 and this lesson’s Big Idea together. 

Memory Verse: “For _____  ____________ he made him to be sin who knew no sin, so that 

____ ________ we might become the ___________________ of ___________” (2 Corinthians 

5:21). 

Big Idea: Jesus is the _____-___________, the ______-___________, and our ___________-

____________. 

Today’s Main point: Jesus lived, died, and rose again to bring you to God. 

------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------- 

What does the Bible say? (Child read out) 

1 Peter 3:18, “Christ also suffered once for sins, the righteous for the unrighteous, that he 

might bring us to God.” 

What does that mean? (Parent read out) 

First, we need to remember that Christ is a title, or another name, for Jesus. Jesus suffered 

once for sins on the cross 2,000 years ago. His sacrifice for your sake cannot be repeated. 

Payment for your sins does not need to be repeated. Jesus, the perfect and righteous 

obedient Son, died for you. He died for a specific purpose. Jesus took your sins so that he 

can bring you to God. 

TALK About It (Parent ask) 

• How many times does Jesus need to suffer in order to pay for your sin? 

o Jesus suffered once. Since Jesus is fully God he is the perfect and sufficient (or big 

enough) sacrifice for my sin. 

• When did Jesus take your sin? 

o Jesus took my sins on himself on the cross. This happened nearly 2,000 years ago. 

• 2 Corinthians 5:21 tells that Jesus makes us righteous. 1 Peter 3:18 tells us that Jesus 

brings us to God. Why does Jesus need to make you righteous before he brings you to 

God? 

o Jesus says I have to be perfect (Matthew 5:48) but I have sin. Jesus has to take 

my sin and make me acceptable to God. On my own, in my sin, I am not welcome 

in God’s presence. 
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TRUTH: Trusting Jesus means trusting Him to take your sin, give you His righteousness, and 

restore you to God.  

What does the Bible say? (Child read out) 

John 14:6, “Jesus said to him, ‘I am the way, and the truth, and the life. No one comes to 

the Father except through me.” 

What does that mean? (Parent read out) 

At this point in the Gospel of John, Jesus is preparing to die on the cross, rise again, and 

return to his Father. Jesus wants to be with his Father and Jesus wants his disciples to be 

with him. Jesus’ plan is to get us back to God. Jesus is clear that the only way to get back to 

God is through Jesus. Jesus is the way to God.  

Remember our friend Ben who had to jump across the ocean? The only way for that to 

happen is for Ben to be changed. Now, we see that Jesus is the way. Jesus is what changes 

us. To be saved, a person must believe Jesus is the way to the Father. Jesus’ righteousness 

must be given. Jesus’ payment for sin must be applied. You must believe in Jesus for life. 

TALK About It (Parent ask)7 

•  What is Jesus’ goal when he saves you?  

o Jesus’ goal is to get you back to God. Jesus’ goal is to forgive you and restore 

you to God who is the greatest good.  

• What does Jesus give to those who believe in him? 

o Jesus gives you his righteousness. 

• Why do you want to trust Jesus and be restored to God? 

o Parents, listen for your child to demonstrate a desire to be with God and be 

forgiven. Don’t feed your child this answer. Listen and make a plan to help 

your child. 

• Imagine you are at school and a friend hears that you want to trust Jesus and be 

baptized. If they asked you why you trust in Jesus what would you say? 

 
7 A brief note to parents- these are big questions and it is an awesome responsibility to talk with your child about 
these truths. We also know that God has given us a church family to help us. If there are questions you can’t 
answer, please set up a time to have a pastor or teacher come to your home and talk with you and your child. You 
have been given a church because you aren’t supposed to do this alone. 
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o Parents, listen for a personal understanding of the gospel. Is there a personal 

understanding of sin? Is there a personal trust in Jesus for righteousness? We 

are looking for a personal awareness of sin and trust in Jesus for salvation. 

PRAY Together 

God, please help me see why Jesus is the way, the truth, and the life. Show me why I need 

help getting back to You. I know I need the righteousness of Christ, his payment for my sins, 

and His powerful life, but there is much I don’t understand. Please help me understand. 

Please help my mom/dad teach me. Please help my pastors and my teachers explain the 

gospel so I understand it and believe it.  
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Salvation – Part 4 

Big Idea: Salvation involves repentance to God, faith in Jesus Christ, 

and produces a new creation who follows Christ.  

Repent, faith, follow 

Memory Verse: “If anyone is in Christ, he is a new creation. The old has 

passed away; behold, the new has come” (2 Corinthians 5:17). 

Use this page to practice writing the memory verse or draw a picture that illustrates the 

memory verse. 
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Day 11: A New Creation 

What did you learn in your Bible reading? 

Work on memorizing 2 Corinthians 5:17 and this lesson’s Big Idea together. 

Memory Verse: “If anyone is ____ Christ, he is a _______ creation. The old has passed away; 

behold, the ______ has come” (2 Corinthians 5:17). 

Big Idea: Salvation involves repentance to God, faith in Jesus Christ, and produces a ______ 

creation who follows Christ.  

Repent, faith, follow 

Today’s Main point: You need to be made new 

------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------- 

Parent read out: 

I bet your mom or dad serves you leftovers, you know, food from the day before. As long as the 

food hasn’t spoiled or started to mold you can fix it up, heat it up, serve it up, and eat it up. But 

what if the food has spoiled? What if the meat is green and stinky? What if the bread is covered 

in mold? No amount of time in the microwave can fix green stinky meat. No amount of ketchup 

could convince me to eat moldy bread. Food can get so bad there is nothing else to do but 

throw it out and start over.  You can’t fix it. You have to make new food. 

Some people think about salvation like heating up leftovers. All I need is a little help here and a 

little help there and I’ll be okay. But the truth is you are ruined from the inside out. You don’t 

need a little help you need a new heart. 

What does the Bible say? (Child read out) 

• Your heart is sick, big time sick: “The heart is deceitful above all things, and desperately 

sick; who can understand it?” Jeremiah 19:11 

• God can change your heart: “And I will give you a new heart, and a new spirit I will put 

within you. And I will remove the heart of stone from your flesh and give you a heart of 

flesh.  And I will put my Spirit within you, and cause you to walk in my statutes and be 

careful to obey my rules (Ezekiel 36:26-27).  

What does that mean? (Parent read out) 
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Sin in your heart is a terminal sickness- it leads to death. Your heart will always lead you 

away from God. You need a new heart, but you cannot change your heart. As you hear this 

you might be thinking, “I’m not that bad.” If you think you are not that bad your heart is 

deceiving you. Your sickness is worse than you realize. 

The death of Jesus and the resurrection of Jesus show you how bad off you are and how 

much God loves you. Yes, you have a huge record of wrongs and Jesus had to die to pay 

your debt but God’s love for you is greater still. He has done everything it takes to make you 

new. God raised Jesus from the dead and gives you Jesus’ righteousness. But God didn’t do 

all that and then leave it up to you to live life on your own. God will give you a new heart. 

God will put his Spirit in you. God will change you so that you want to follow him and are 

able to follow him. 

TALK About it (Parent ask) 

• How do you know your heart is desperately sick? Talk about the ways you disobey God.8 

o Listen for and encourage personal repentance and faith. You may want to ask 

probing questions like “Yesterday when you back-talked or argued with me what 

was going on in your heart?” 

• What two things does God promise to give in Ezekiel 36:26? 

o God promises to give a new heart and a new spirit. 

• In Ezekiel 36:27 God promises when his Holy Spirit is in you, the Spirit will cause you to 

do something. What will the Spirit cause you to do? 

o The Spirit will cause the believer to walk in God’s statutes and be careful to obey 

God’s rules. Parent, do you see in your child a growing desire to obey God? 

• If you are not yet a Christian, talk about how your heart and life will be different when 

you become a Christian. 

o A simple answer is, “I will want to obey God.” Be on the lookout for the idea that 

becoming a Christian or being baptized means I’ll never want or do the wrong 

thing. You may need to talk with your child about the differences between being 

saved and being perfect. Talk to your pastors if you need clarity here. 

 
8 Note to parents- One of the marks of the Holy Spirit working on your child is when your child is aware of and sad 
about his own particular sins. Many children who have heard the gospel are aware of sin as a concept but have not 
yet been convicted of their own personal sin. Still others may hate being caught but they do not hate their 
personal rebellion against a loving God. Does your child talk about sin in general, or is he aware of and does he 
hate his particular sins? Is the Holy Spirit convicting him of his own personal sin? Does he fear God’s just 
judgment? Prayerfully study the marks of true repentance in 2 Corinthians 7. Though the passage describes the 
way a church repented, the marks are true for individuals as well. Does your child display these marks of 
repentance? 
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• If you are a Christian preparing to be baptized, talk about how you see the Spirit working 

in your heart so that you listen to and obey God. 

o Look for instances where your child is convicted for doing something sinful or 

where your child is encouraged to do something good that will be difficult. These                

instances can be called “evidences of grace;” proof of grace working in your child. 

Try to draw attention to God’s kindness when these evidences of grace appear. 

Where does your child show evidence of being led by the Holy Spirit? 

REVIEW Today’s Main Point. You need to be made new. 

What does the Bible say? (Child read out) 

• You are a new creation if you are in Christ: “If anyone is in Christ, he is a new creation. 

The old has passed away; behold, the new has come” (2 Corinthians 5:17). 

What does that mean? (Parent read out) 

You cannot fix yourself or your heart. You cannot make a list of all your sins and then go and 

make it right. Remember Ben who had to jump across the ocean? He needed to be 

changed. He needed help from someone else because he couldn’t pass the test on his own. 

 

To be “in Christ” means all that is true of Jesus becomes true of you. You belong to him. You 

are in! He will give you what you need. Jesus becomes your sacrifice for your sins. Jesus 

gives you his righteousness. 1 Corinthians 2:16 tells us Christians are even given the mind of 

Christ. If you are in Jesus you are as righteous as Jesus. The Father loves you like he loves 

Jesus.  

 

The Bible says, the way God fixes you is by putting you in Christ. You are joined to Jesus, by 

faith, so that all your sins are taken away and Jesus gives you his life. He gives you 

everything you need.  

 

Tomorrow we’re going to talk about what it looks like for a person to become a new 

creation. I understand all this talk about being in Jesus may be a little confusing at first but 

as you continue to pray, talk to mature Christians, and read your bible you will understand 

more and more. 

 

PRAY Together 

Ask the Holy Spirit to convict you of your sins and show you that Jesus is your perfect 

sacrifice. Thank God that he loves you so much he sent his Son to be the sacrifice for your 

sins. 
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Day 12: Repentance 

What did you learn in your Bible reading? 

Work on memorizing 2 Corinthians 5:17 and this lesson’s Big Idea together. 

Memory Verse: “If anyone is ____ Christ, he is a _______ creation. The _______ has passed 

away; behold, the ______ has come” (2 Corinthians 5:17). 

Big Idea: Salvation involves ___________________ to God, faith in Jesus Christ, and produces a 

______ creation who follows Christ.  

Repent, faith, follow  

Today’s Main point: To repent means to admit your sin to God and turn away from your sin 

because you hate it. 

------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------- 

Parent read out: 

If someone tells you he likes to hunt, how will you know he is telling you the truth? If someone 

tells you she likes gymnastics, how will you know she is telling you the truth? What if someone 

claims to love to read, how will you know he/she really does? Now, what if someone tells you 

he/she is in Christ? How will you know? One of the marks of being in Christ is repentance. 

What does the Bible say? (Child read out) 

• God tells us to repent: “The times of ignorance God overlooked, but now he commands 

all people everywhere to repent” (Acts 17:30). 

• Jesus told people to repent and believe: “The time is fulfilled, and the kingdom of God 

is at hand; repent and believe in the gospel” (Mark 1:15).  

• Repentance and faith are necessary: The apostle Paul said the gospel message 

commands two things: “repentance toward God and faith in Jesus Christ” (Acts 20:21).  

What does that mean? (Parent read out) 

Every one of us has sinned and every one of us must do something about that sin. You have 

two choices when it comes to taking care of your sin. You can try to make it right by doing 

what God says and not sinning anymore (you can try to save yourself). Or, you can repent. 

Take responsibility for your sinful choices. Do not make excuses or blame your parents, your 
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brother or sister, or your friends. Admit to God what you did and believe that when Jesus 

died on the cross and rose again, he made it right. Own your sin before God and own what 

Jesus did to take your sin away. Trust Jesus to save you from God’s punishment for your 

sins. 

What does the Bible say? (Child read out) 

• True repentance can be seen: “For godly grief produces a repentance that leads to 

salvation without regret, whereas worldly grief produces death. For see what 

earnestness this godly grief has produced in you, but also what eagerness to clear 

yourselves, what indignation, what fear, what longing, what zeal, what punishment!” (2 

Corinthians 7:10-11). 

REVIEW Today’s Main Point 

TALK About it (Parent ask) 

• What is the difference between being sad you got caught and being sad you sinned 

against God? 

o Being sad you got caught stops at being sad you are being punished. There is no 

sadness that you did it. You like it and will do it again as soon as you can. Being 

said you sinned against God involves sadness over wanting bad things as well as 

a desire for God to forgive and change the heart. 

• Read 2 Corinthians 7:10 again. It is true that a Christian will be sad about sin, there will 

be godly grief. But will a Christian want to repent? Will a Christian regret it? Why? 

o Yes, a Christian will want to repent but sometimes this takes time. A Christian will 

regret sin but sometimes this takes time. Repentance and regret happen because 

the Spirit is working in the Christian’s heart. Does your child show signs of regret 

toward God? 

• What sins in you are you sad about and why do you want to repent? (Don’t talk about 

sins in the world or other’s sins. Own your sins.) 

o Parent, we’re looking for the mark of godly repentance here. Does your child 

show the evidence of God’s grace convicting and turning him/her from sin and 

toward Jesus? 

• Is repentance something you figure out on your own or is repentance something God 

works in you? 

o Repentance is something the Spirit works in you as he teaches you through the 

Bible. 

What does the Bible say? (Child read out) 



44 
 

• Repentance comes from God: One of the reasons a godly pastor and godly parents 

gently correct you when you sin is because of the hope that “God may perhaps grant 

[you] repentance leading to a knowledge of the truth” (2 Timothy 2:24-25). 

• The Holy Spirit makes you sad about your sin: Jesus said, “When [the Holy Spirit] 

comes, he will convict the world concerning sin, righteousness, and judgment.” 

What does that mean? (Parent read out) 

Your sin separates you from God and you sin because you are trying to be happy without 

God. Since God loves you, he will work to stop you, turn you around, and point you in the 

right direction. God does not want you to miss out on true life. True life is life lived with 

Jesus. So, God sends his Holy Spirit to make you understand what you are doing wrong and 

make you feel badly when you do something wrong. This is godly grief. The Holy Spirit 

convicts Christians of sin so that the Christian will turn away from the bad and enjoy the 

good. 

TALK About it (Parent ask) 

• Will a Christian be sad about his/her sin? Will a Christian repent? 

o Yes, Christians will be sad and repent. Sometimes this happens immediately and 

sometimes it happens after another person shows you your sin. 

• Who makes a Christian understand when he/she is doing something wrong? 

o The Holy Spirit uses God’s Word to show us our sin. Often, fellow church 

members, are the means God uses to show us our sin. 

• Parent, talk about a recent experience you had when the Holy Spirit convicted you of 

some sin. Be sure to explain how you repented.  

PRAY Together 

Pray and ask God to convict each of you when you sin. Ask God to give you his Holy Spirit so 

that you understand, hate, and turn away from your sin. Thank God that he loves you 

enough to come after you and discipline you when you sin. 

 

  



45 
 

Day 13: Faith9  

What did you learn in your Bible reading? 

Work on memorizing 2 Corinthians 5:17 and this lesson’s Big Idea together. 

Memory Verse: “If anyone is ____ Christ, he is a _______ creation. The _______ has 

__________________; behold, the ______ has come” (2 Corinthians 5:17). 

Big Idea: Salvation involves ___________________ to God, ___________ in Jesus Christ, and 

produces a ______ creation who follows Christ.  

Repent, faith, follow 

Today’s Main point: Faith is dependence on Christ for forgiveness and life. 

------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------- 

Parent read out: 

A person has to drink water in order to live. If you don’t drink water, eventually, you will die. 

If you step outside my house you will see a big tall water tower. That water tower is full of cool 

clean water. Because of that water tower, people are able to take baths (maybe you could learn 

a lesson from those people). Because of that water tower people can cook and not die of thirst! 

But here is the problem: my house is not connected to that water tower. There is no pipe 

running from the water tower to my house. All that life-giving water is stored up in that tower 

ready to be poured out, but it does me no good because I’m not connected to that water 

tower. 

Faith is like a pipe that connects us to Jesus so that we receive forgiveness of sins and eternal 

life. Jesus stored up righteousness for you 2,000 years ago. Jesus died in your place 2,000 years 

ago. You need to connect with Him. 

What does the Bible say? (Child read out) 

• Salvation is by grace through faith: “For by grace you have been saved through faith. 

And this is not your own doing; it is the gift of God” (Ephesians 2:8). 

 
9 Note to parents: Be sure you read through this section before you study it with your child. You may choose to 
divide this lesson, stopping before you get to the section titled “Take a moment to decide where to go next.” Feel 
free to cover this day in multiple days. Let your child be led by Scripture and the Holy Spirit. Be prayerful and 
careful that you do not push your child to pray a prayer because you want him to. Do your best to encourage your 
child’s personal repentance and faith.  
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TALK About it (Parent ask) 

• What does Ephesians 2:8 say you are saved by? 

o I am saved by grace through faith. 

• Is everyone saved, or do you have to have faith in order to be saved? 

o Everyone is not saved. A person must believe in Jesus to be saved. 

• Can you explain why grace saves you AND why you must have faith? 

o Parent, we are looking for personal understanding of the gospel. Does your child 

want to do good works in order to be saved? Does your child know he/she cannot 

do anything to contribute to salvation? Does your child know he/she needs Jesus 

and Jesus alone? 

What does that mean? (Parent read out) 

You cannot earn salvation. You cannot do enough good things to make God love you. You 

cannot pray your sins away or be baptized and have your sins washed away. There is 

nothing you can do to save yourself. You need to be saved by someone else. Only Jesus can 

save you! That Jesus willingly died in your place, taking your punishment for your sins, is 

grace. Jesus doesn’t make you pay him back. He doesn’t make you run an obstacle course or 

do something really difficult or scary. Jesus gladly and freely took your sins away and gives 

you his righteousness. 

 

This is grace: everything you need to be saved has been freely given to you.  

 

You sinned and must be punished. So, Jesus took all your punishment for all your sins. You 

need to be righteous, as perfect as God himself. So, Jesus gives you his righteousness. 

Everything you need is given to you in Jesus. When you believe Jesus died to take your sins 

away then the benefits of Jesus’ cross are given to you. You are forgiven. When you believe 

Jesus lived a righteous life in your place then the benefits of Jesus’ life are given to you. God 

looks at you and he sees the righteousness of Jesus. You are in Jesus by faith. You must trust 

Jesus to be your punishment taker and the One who makes you righteous. 

TALK About it (Parent ask) 

• When you die you will likely have to stand before God and explain everything you have 

done. You’ll have to give an account for your life. After facing judgment God may ask 

you this question: Why should I let you into heaven? When God asks you, “Why should I 

let you into heaven,” what will you say? 

o Parent, we ask this question again to look for clarity. Also, it may demonstrate a 

growing understanding of Christ for salvation. Where is your child’s hope? 
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• Everything that had to happen in order for you to be saved happened 2,000 years ago in 

the righteous life, atoning death, and powerful resurrection of Jesus Christ. Explain how 

all those good things can now be applied to you. How do you get Jesus’ good things? 

o These good things from Jesus are applied to me through faith. God said I will be 

forgiven, saved, and given a new heart because I trust Jesus to make me new. 

God always keeps his promises. 

Take a moment to decide where to go next. (Parent read out)  

In Acts 2:37, when a man named Peter explained who Jesus is and why he died, the people 

“were cut to the heart, and said to Peter and the rest of the apostles, ‘Brothers, what shall 

we do?’” 

Some children who read this book are interested in knowing more about Jesus and baptism. 

These kids have important questions that need to be answered but they are not yet cut to 

the heart or convicted by the Spirit. Their own personal sin against God is not a big concern.  

Does this describe you? Do you want to learn more about Jesus because you like the stories, 

but you aren’t too crazy about the need to be forgiven or have Jesus be the boss of your 

life? Do you want to be baptized because you see others being baptized?  

If that’s you then that’s okay. Like young Timothy, keep learning the Scriptures which are 

able to make you wise for salvation through faith in Jesus Christ (2 Timothy 2:15). Like the 

scribe in Mark 12:34, you may not be far from the kingdom. Keep reading your bible, 

learning about Jesus, and talking to Christians about the gospel.  Keep working through this 

book. It will help.  

Still other children who read this book are cut to the heart; the Holy Spirit is convicting 

them of their own sin before God. They look back at Jesus’ death on the cross 2,000 years 

ago and they know it is only through Jesus dying in their place that they can be forgiven.  

They want to be forgiven. They look at Jesus, now raised from the dead, and they want him 

to make them righteous. They trust Jesus to give them everything they need. They love God 

and want to be with God. 

Does this describe you? Is being forgiven by Jesus and having him rule over your life 

something you are desperate for? Do you hate how you have sinned and do you want Jesus 

to make you clean? Are you ready to repent toward God and put your faith in Jesus Christ? 

Ask: Where are you? What do you want to do next? 
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How can I be saved? 

Parent read out. 

Salvation is by grace through faith (Ephesians 2:8). A person is saved because of Jesus’ 

righteous life, atoning death, and powerful resurrection. Everything you need to be saved is 

given to you by grace. Jesus does it for you. Salvation is by grace and what you believe 

matters. What you put your faith in matters. You receive the gift of forgiveness of sins 

because Jesus died on the cross. You are given the perfection God requires because Jesus 

lived a righteous life for you. Do you believe this? 

Child, read out Romans 10:8-13. 

“The word is near you, in your mouth and in your heart” (that is, the word of faith that we 

proclaim); because, if you confess with your mouth that Jesus is Lord and believe in your 

heart that God raised him from the dead, you will be saved. For with the heart one believes 

and is justified, and with the mouth one confesses and is saved. For the Scripture says, 

“Everyone who believes in him will not be put to shame.” For there is no distinction between 

Jew and Greek; for the same Lord is Lord of all, bestowing his riches on all who call on him. 

For everyone who calls on the name of the Lord will be saved. 

Parent read out. 

When you crash your bike, or fall and cut yourself, it is normal to cry out to your mom or 

dad to help you. When you are hurt you call out for help. When you become a Christian, 

you call out to Jesus for help. But you haven’t wrecked your bike, you have wrecked your 

life. Call out to Jesus, the one who died for you. Trust that he died to pay for all your sins 

and you will be forgiven. Call out to Jesus, the one who lived a righteous life. Trust that in 

him you will become the righteousness of God. 

If the Spirit is convicting you of your sin and showing you that Jesus will make you clean, 

then call upon the Lord and you will be saved. Believe in your heart that Jesus died on the 

cross for you. Believe in your heart that God raised him from the dead. What must you do 

to be saved? Believe Jesus did everything for you. Trust Jesus and he will not let you down. 

Call upon Jesus and he will give you everything you need. 

When you are ready, pray and talk to God about your sin. Ask God to forgive you. Tell him 

what you believe about Jesus dying on the cross and rising from the grave. Repent to God, 

put your faith in Jesus, and you will be saved. Confess with your mouth that Jesus is Lord 

and believe in your heart that God raised him from the dead and you will be saved. 
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You can do that right now. Talk to God in your own words. You may want to pray out loud 

with your mom or dad in the room. You may want to go to your room or someplace quiet so 

you can think a little more and then pray. After you have prayed and asked God to save you 

the first thing you need to do is tell someone. Confess out loud with your mouth that Jesus 

is your Lord. 

PRAY as the Holy Spirit leads you10 

Day 14: Follow 

What did you learn in your Bible reading? 

Work on memorizing 2 Corinthians 5:17 and this lesson’s Big Idea together. 

Memory Verse: “If anyone is ____ Christ, he is a _______ creation. The _______ has 

____________________; behold, the ______ has _________” (2 Corinthians 5:17). 

Big Idea: Salvation involves ___________________ to God, __________ in Jesus Christ, and 

produces a ______ creation who ____________ Christ.  

Repent, faith, follow  

Today’s Main point: A Christian is someone who follows Jesus 

------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------- 

What does the Bible say? (Child read out) 

• Jesus said, “My sheep hear my voice, and I know them, and they follow me” (John 

10:27). 

• Jesus said, “All authority in heaven and on earth has been given to me. Go therefore and 

make disciples of all nations, baptizing them in the name of the Father and of the Son 

and of the Holy Spirit, teaching them to observe all that I have commanded them. And 

behold I am with you always, to the end of the age” (Matthew 28:18-20). 

What does that mean? (Parent read out) 

Being saved is more than going to heaven when you die. Being saved means you have been 

given a new heart. This new heart wants to follow Jesus. In John 10:27 Jesus called 

 
10Note to parents- Part of salvation is personal ownership of sin and personal faith in Christ. Don’t push your child 
or feed him/her the answers. Don’t have your child repeat a prayer after you. Trust the Holy Spirit to lead your 
child to repentance and faith. 
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Christians “my sheep.” Jesus’ sheep are those people who belong to him. Jesus’ sheep are 

those people who listen to him. 

Jesus has some specific commands for every Christian. In Matthew 28:18-20 we hear Jesus 

tell every Christian to be baptized and learn how to obey everything he commanded. In 1 

Corinthians 12 we are told that God puts Christians into a church so that each Christian can 

help build up that particular church. Jesus expects every Christian to be baptized and taught 

how to obey (Matthew 28:18-20). This happens through healthy relationships in a healthy 

church.  

TALK About it (Parent ask) 

• We’ll talk more about baptism in our next lesson, but for today, what do you think 

about Jesus telling you to be baptized? 

o Parent, I often ask children if being baptized is something they feel like they must 

do or if it’s something they can take or leave. The desire to obey Jesus is a mark 

of the believer. Is the conviction to be baptized a passing fad or a firm desire? 

• The commands of Christ have been written down in Scripture. Why did Jesus command 

his disciples to teach new disciples? Why can’t a disciple just learn on his/her own? 

o No person has all the answers. Early on we saw that even Adam and Eve in the 

Garden of Eden needed God’s help to understand this world. We haven’t 

changed. We need God’s Word and we need God’s church.  

• If you haven’t become a member of the local church you are attending what do you 

need to do to become a member? Now would be a great time to call the church and ask 

(if it’s after office hours you can always leave a message. Believe me the staff will want 

to hear from a person who wants to become a member of the church). 

Review today’s main point (Parent read out) 

We’ve looked at the big commands to be baptized and become part of a church. Let’s look 

now at Jesus’ command to take up your cross daily and follow him. 

What does the Bible say? (Child read out) 

• And Jesus said, “If anyone would come after me, let him deny himself and take up his 

cross daily and follow me. For whoever would save his life will lose it, but whoever loses 

his life for my sake will save it” (Luke 9:23-24). 

What does that mean? (Parent read out) 

To deny yourself simply means to tell yourself “no”. Remember Jeremiah 17:9? Read it 

again in your bible.  
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A Christian denies herself when she hears the old lies and tells herself no. A Christian denies 

himself when he hears the old lies and tells himself no. After you become a Christian you 

need to get rid of your old way of thinking and learn to think more like Jesus. Learning Jesus’ 

way helps you stop following your plans and start following Jesus. Be ready, your new heart 

will want to believe the old lies. If you are going to follow Christ you are going to have to tell 

yourself no. 

Now let’s pay attention to Jesus’ words and what it means to follow him. Jesus said you 

must take up your cross daily. Jesus said you have to die to yourself. You have to pick up 

your cross every day. Every day you will have to decide if you are going to pick up your 

cross, tell yourself no, and follow Christ. Every day you will have to decide who is in charge 

of you. Everyday you will decide if you will pursue God who is the greatest good. 

TALK About it (Parent ask) 

• If you listen to the lies of your sinful heart what is going to happen? Look back at Luke 

9:23-24. If you save (protect and listen to) that sinful way of thinking, instead of denying 

it, what is going to happen? 

o If I listen to myself I will miss out on God’s good life.  

• If you deny yourself, give up your old life, and follow Jesus everyday what is going to 

happen? Look back at Luke 9:24. If you lose (crucify or deny) that old life what is going 

to happen? 

o If I listen to God and tell myself no, then I will gain God’s good life. 

• As you read your bible, what specific thing is Jesus telling you to do? 

o Parent, look for personal conviction to follow Jesus. More than escaping hell, 

does your child show evidence of wanting to follow Jesus? Where has following 

Jesus cost your child? Has he/she stood against friends or family in order to 

follow Jesus? 

• As you read your bible, what specific thing is Jesus telling you to say no to? 

o Parent, look for personal conviction of sin. 

PRAY Together 

Obeying everything Jesus commanded is impossible on your own. This is why you have been 

given the Holy Spirit. Read these passages and thank God for the Holy Spirit.  

• 2 Peter 1:3, “His divine power has granted to us all things that pertain to life and 

godliness, through the knowledge of him who called us to his own glory and excellence.” 

• Jesus said in John 14:15-17, “If you love me, you will keep my commandments. And I will 

ask the Father, and he will give you another Helper, to be with you forever, even the 
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Spirit of truth, whom the world cannot receive, because it neither sees him nor knows 

him. You know him, for he dwells with you and will be in you.” 

Talk to God about what you need to do in order to follow Jesus. Thank God for giving you 

everything you need in Jesus. Ask God to show you how much the Holy Spirit can help you 

obey. 
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Baptism – Part 5 

Parent, now is a good time, as you start this final section, to set up a meeting with 

one of your pastors.  

Big Idea: Baptism is a funeral and a birthday party.11  

Memory Verse: “We were buried…with him in baptism into death, in 

order that, just as Christ was raised from the dead by the glory of the 

Father, we too might walk in newness of life” (Romans 6:4). 

Use this page to practice writing the memory verse or draw a picture that illustrates the 

memory verse. 

  

 
11 In a sermon on baptism Russell Moore introduced this idea of baptism as a funeral and a birthday party. 
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Day 15: Crucified with Christ  

What did you learn in your Bible reading? 

Work on memorizing Romans 6:4 and this lesson’s Big Idea together. 

Memory Verse: “We were buried…______  ___________ in baptism into death, in order that, 

just as Christ was raised from the dead by the glory of the Father, we too might walk in 

newness of life” (Romans 6:4). 

Big Idea: Baptism is a funeral and a birthday party. 

Today’s Main point:  I died with Christ 

------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------- 

Parent read out: 

We didn’t see Jesus rise from the dead. We believe it because God says it. Faith believes that 

what God says about Jesus is true.  And faith acts upon what God says. Faith is living life 

believing what God says. Today we are going to look at what God says happens to you through 

Jesus’ death. 

2,000 years ago, Jesus died as the atoning sacrifice for your sins and 2,000 years ago Jesus rose 

from the dead so that all those who are joined to him by faith can live. Jesus paid for your sins, 

and gives you His life. In baptism, you are telling everyone you died with Christ and you will 

now live a new life because of Christ. In baptism, you are inviting your church to pray for you 

and encourage you to live a holy life. 

What does the Bible say? (Child read out) 

• I have been crucified: “I have been crucified with Christ. It is no longer I who live, but 

Christ who lives in me. And the life I now live in the flesh I live by faith in the Son of God, 

who loved me and gave himself for me” Galatians 2:20 

What does that mean? (Parent read out) 

We talked earlier about faith being what connects us to Jesus. Through faith, what is true of 

Jesus becomes true of you. Jesus’ death for sin becomes your death to sin. This is a 

wonderful truth, but it is also a bit confusing. Galatians 2:20 tells us that Jesus’ death nearly 

2,000 years ago was your death to sin. You died with Christ. Jesus paid the death penalty for 

sin for you and Jesus gives you the power to live life like him. Jesus took your death for sin 

and gives you his life, so you can be holy. 
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TALK About It (Parent ask) 

• When does Galatians 2:20 say you died? When were you crucified? 

o Galatians 2:20 says I was crucified with Christ. 

• So, who no longer lives? 

o I no longer live. I am no longer the boss of me. Jesus is my boss and gives me 

strength through the Holy Spirit and guidance through the Word, so I can obey. 

• Who now lives in you? 

o Jesus lives in me. 

• How do you now live life? Galatians 2:20 says “the life I now live in the flesh I live” how?  

o I live life through faith in Jesus Christ. I depend on Jesus, so I can have strength 

and joy to tell myself “no” and gain God’s good. 

Parent read out: 

Jesus does not want you to simply start doing new religious things like praying or going to 

church. God knows your sinful self will not be changed by simply doing new things.  

Have you ever had a really bad cut or scrape? Maybe you fell off your bike or fell while you 

were running. I (the guy who wrote all this) remember one day when school let out I 

decided to ride my bike as fast as I could to impress my friends. I ended up falling in front of 

the school, cutting my knees, hands, and elbows, and crying all the way to the nurse’s 

office. Not cool! 

When you are cut badly you need broken blood vessels to be healed and you need new skin 

to grow where the old skin was torn. You need the broken old stuff to go away and you 

need new stuff to take its place. Now, it would be crazy to think my cut would heal simply 

because I went to nurse’s office. I needed new skin! Think about how your heart must 

change. No one has a new heart simply because they start doing new things, even good 

things like going to church, praying, or being baptized. You have to die and be made new. 

2,000 years ago Jesus was crucified as the payment for your sin. God tells us that every 

Christian was crucified with Christ. Your sin can not be forgiven because you start doing new 

things. You can’t be healed that way. You have to die. You have to be crucified with Christ.  

What does the Bible say? (Child read out) 

• I was crucified with Him: “We know that our old self was crucified with him in order 

that the body of sin might be brought to nothing, so that we would no longer be 

enslaved to sin. For one who has died has been set free from sin” (Romans 6:6-7). 
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TALK About It  (Parent ask) 

• When was your old self crucified? 

o My old self was crucified with Christ. Christ was crucified nearly 2,000 years ago. 

Faith is believing Christ’s death back then does me good right now. 

• Why was your old self crucified with him? Romans 6:6 says “our old self was crucified 

with him in order that” something might happen. What happens when you die with 

Christ? 

o I was crucified with him so that the body of sin would be brought to nothing; so 

that I will no longer be enslaved to sin. When I die with Christ he becomes my 

boss and sin is no longer my boss. 

• We talked earlier about sin bossing us around. What has to happen so that we can be 

set free from sin? 

o I have to die with Christ and be given new life with Christ. I have to believe the old 

sinful me is dead and the new righteous me is alive. 

o Parent, does your child give evidence that he needs the death and life of Christ? Is 

he trusting in Christ or in something your child has done like praying a prayer or 

asking Jesus into his heart? 

Child read out 

Truth: Saving faith believes Jesus paid for my sin and gives me strength to live a new life. 

What does that mean? (Parent read out) 

Romans 6:23 says, “the wages of sin is death.” Your sin-debt must be paid and Jesus died in 

order to make the payment God requires for your sin. But you also join Christ in his 

crucifixion so that you can have a new life and no longer be bossed around by sin. When 

you died with Christ sin lost its power to control you. Now for the first time, because you 

died and were raised with Christ, you can tell sin “No!”  

This is where faith is so important! You need to be clear about what God is telling you. God 

is not telling you to go build a cross in your backyard and physically nail yourself to it. That 

would do nothing for you. God is telling you to believe that when Jesus died on the cross 

2,000 years ago the full and final payment for your sin was made. God is telling you to 

believe that because Jesus died on the cross 2,000 years ago and because you are joined to 

him in a death like His you have been set free from sin. Your sins are paid for because of 

Jesus’ death and you have power to live an obedient life because by faith you joined Christ 

in his death, burial, and resurrection.   
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Remember, it is by faith that you were crucified with Christ. When you are baptized in water 

you are telling the whole world that you have been crucified with Christ through faith in 

him. 

PRAY Together 

Pray for one another and ask the Holy Spirit to help each of you understand everything you 

have been given in Christ Jesus (1 Corinthians 2:12).  Thank Jesus for his death. Thank him 

that your sins are forgiven because of the payment he made on the cross. Thank Jesus that 

he set you free from sin and gives you the power to live a new life. 

 

Day 16: Buried with Christ  

What did you learn in your Bible reading? 

Work on memorizing Romans 6:4 and this lesson’s Big Idea together. 

Memory Verse: “We were buried…______  ___________ in baptism into _______, in order 

that, just as Christ was raised from the ___________ by the glory of the Father, we too might 

walk in newness of life” (Romans 6:4). 

Big Idea: Baptism is a funeral and a birthday party. 

Today’s Main point:  I was buried with Christ 

------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------- 

Parent read out: 

After a person dies that person is buried in a grave. We look at that mound of dirt covering the 

casket and we understand that person is really dead. The buried are not sick or sleeping. He is 

dead and buried.  In this sense, burial is final. By faith we need to believe and understand that 

our old sinful-self died with Christ and has been buried with him. 

What does the Bible say? (Child read out) 

• I have been buried with Christ: “We were buried therefore with him by baptism into 

death, in order that, just as Christ was raised from the dead by the glory of the Father, 

we too might walk in newness of life.” Romans 6:4 
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What does that mean? (Parent read out) 

Your baptism into water is your burial. The old sinful you was crucified with Christ, is dead, 

and needs to be buried. You believe your salvation began 2000 years ago when Jesus was 

crucified and buried. Now, you join him by faith in a death like his. By faith you join in Jesus’ 

death. What is true of Jesus becomes true of you and the way you tell people you died with 

Christ is by being buried under water. You are buried in a watery grave. 

TALK About it (Parent ask) 

• How does Romans 6:4 say we were buried with Christ? You were buried with Christ by 

what? 

o I am buried with Christ through baptism. 

• Does a dead person get to make decisions for himself or rule over himself?  

o No, a dead person is moved by and ruled by another. 

• When you are buried with Jesus by baptism into death you give up the right to make 

decisions for yourself. Take a moment to talk with your parent about what it means in 

everyday life for you to give up your rights, be buried with Christ, and walk in a new life. 

o Here we are looking for children to confess Jesus is Lord and be able to give 

evidence of submitting to the rule of Christ instead of going along with the world. 

Is your child a Christ-follower or just going through the motions for baptism? 

o Parent, emphasize the need to read and study the Bible everyday so you can 

know what Jesus wants. Be honest about the struggles you have to give up your 

rights and walk in a new life. 

• Want to know more about the powerful death of Christ for us? Read Hebrews 10:1-18 

and write down what doesn’t bring forgiveness of sins and what does. 

Parent read out: 

Every religion says their teacher gives truth or guidance. Jesus is different. Jesus does more 

than teach and guide his people. God tells us that we must die with Jesus, be buried with 

Jesus, and rise again with Jesus. By faith, you join Jesus so his death for sin becomes your 

death to your sin. Jesus paid for your sin and he gives you power to change. When you are 

baptized you are saying, “I have been crucified with Christ. And I have been buried with 

him.”  

What the Bible Says (Child read out) 

• Bury the dead: “Do you not know that all of us who have been baptized into Christ Jesus 

were baptized into his death? We were buried therefore with him by baptism into 

death.” (Romans 6:3-4) 
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TALK About it (Parent ask) 

• Do you understand why it is necessary to join Christ in his death? Explain it in your own 

words. 

o Parent, here we are looking for your child to have an awareness of his/her need 

for a new heart or the ability to follow Jesus. By faith we give up our efforts to be 

good and we trust Jesus to make us good. 

• Explain how baptism in water is like burial. 

o In baptism, the person being baptized is put all the way under water like a dead 

person is put all the way under ground or all the way into a tomb. 

• Why it is right for Christians to be baptized?  

o Baptism is right because Jesus commands it. Baptism demonstrates that the 

person being baptized has, by faith, joined Jesus in his death, burial, and 

resurrection. 

• What does your baptism say about you? 

o Parent, here we are looking for your child to show an awareness of having joined 

Christ. Baptism is more than showing removal of sins or power for new life. 

Baptism shows union with Christ so that sins are removed and a new heart is 

given. 

 

Parent read out: 

 

Remember, it is by faith that you are buried with Christ. When you are baptized in water 

you are telling the whole world that you have been buried with Christ through faith in him. 

Jesus gives you his life and you have given Jesus the right to rule over every part of your 

life. 

PRAY Together 

Pray for one another, asking for God’s help so you can understand what it means to be 

crucified and buried with Christ. Talk to God about anything you may not understand. Ask 

God to send his Holy Spirit and faithful teachers to help you understand his Word. 
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Day 17: Raised with Christ 

What did you learn in your Bible reading? 

Work on memorizing Romans 6:4 and this lesson’s Big Idea together. 

Memory Verse: “We were buried…______   ___________ in baptism into _______, in order 

that, just as ________  ____  __________ from the ___________ by the glory of the Father, we 

too might walk in ____  ___________ of life” (Romans 6:4). 

Big Idea: Baptism is a _____________ and a ___________________. 

Today’s Main point: I was raised with Christ 

------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------- 

Parent read out: 

Faith connects you to Jesus. When you are connected to Jesus what is true of him becomes true 

of you. His death becomes your death. His righteousness becomes your righteousness. His life 

becomes your life. Do you believe this? 

What does the Bible say? (Child read out) 

• I live by faith in the Son of God: “I have been crucified with Christ. It is no longer I who 

live, but Christ who lives in me. And the life I now live in the flesh I live by faith in the 

Son of God, who loved me and gave himself for me.” (Galatians 2:20) 

What does that mean? (Parent read out) 

2,000 years ago Jesus died as the atoning sacrifice for your sins. 2,000 years ago Jesus died 

in order to set you free from sin. 2,000 years ago Jesus was buried then 3 days later he rose 

again. When you are connected to Christ by faith what is true of him becomes true of you. 

His payment for sin becomes your payment for your sin. His crucifixion becomes your death. 

His burial becomes your burial. And because he rose from the dead he is able to give you 

life. Because of your faith connection to Christ, Christ lives in you.  

What does the Bible say? (Child read out) 

• New life: “We were buried therefore with him by baptism into death, in order that, just 

as Christ was raised from the dead by the glory of the Father, we too might walk in 

newness of life.” (Romans 6:4) 



61 
 

• Alive to God: “So, you must consider yourselves dead to sin and alive to God.” (Romans 

6:11) 

What does that mean? (Parent read out) 

Jesus did not die and rise again just so you can go to heaven when you die. Jesus died and 

rose again so that you would live a new life right now. This reminds us of how Jesus’ death 

and resurrection free us from the power of sin, but the gospel also promises us power to 

live new lives. 

Imagine that you have a terrible sickness in your lungs and you can no longer breathe 

normally or run or play games. When you go to the doctor she tells you that they can’t fix 

your lungs. You need new lungs and if you don’t get new lungs you will soon die. It’s not 

enough just to take out your sick lungs, though this must happen. In order to live you need 

new lungs. You need your bad lungs taken out and new lungs to be implanted or put in.  

Spiritually you are just like that. It’s not enough just to have your old sinful self crucified 

with Christ and buried with him. You need to be given new life. 

Child, look up and read out Romans 6:1-14 

TALK About it (Parent ask) 

• If you have been crucified with Christ and died to sin can you continue in it? See verse 2 

o No, having died to sin I can’t now live in it. 

• Is the new life (verses 4&5) a life of increasing sin or a life of increasing obedience to 

Christ? 

o The new life is a life of increasing obedience. There will be struggles against sin. 

We must count ourselves dead to sin and alive to God. 

• Give me an example of a sin you are struggling with. 

o Parent, you may want to share an example from your own life. You also want to 

look for your child to recognize sin and, by the Spirit’s help, begin to put that sin 

off. If your child has no “real life” awareness of sin it is difficult to believe your 

child has repented of sin or is trusting in Christ for forgiveness for sin.  

• Is it ever right for a Christian to say he or she could not help but sin? See verses 6&7 

o No, in Christ we are no longer slaves to sin. 

• After you are baptized will you be tempted to sin? See verse 12 

o Yes, temptation to sin will keep coming. I must fight against it. 

• Verse 13 gives us a strategy for defeating sin and temptation, but it sounds a little 

strange at first. Talk together about how this strategy works in everyday life. 
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o Parents, it would be helpful for you to talk openly and honestly about your own 

struggles with sin. The temptation to anger is common to most of us. Talk about 

how giving your mind to stewing on angry thoughts doesn’t help but makes 

anger worse. Talk about how talking to God about your anger, confessing the sin 

of anger, acting upon God’s wisdom, and depending on his enabling grace has 

brought you victory over sin. Other sins you may discuss could be laziness, pride, 

or greed.  

 

Parent read out: 

Remember, it is by faith that you were raised with Christ. When you are baptized and come 

up out of the watery grave you are telling the whole world that you have been raised with 

Christ through faith in him. 

PRAY Together 

Thank God for all he has done for you in Christ. Thank God for all he has given you in Christ. 

Ask him to help you understand what it means to live a new life no longer enslaved to sin. 

Ask him to show you the power of Christ as you say “No” to sin. Talk to God about any sins 

you are continuing to commit. Confess those sins and ask for forgiveness. Ask God to show 

you how to stop doing the wrong thing and start doing the right thing. 

 

Day 18: Believer’s Baptism 

What did you learn in your Bible reading? 

Work on memorizing Romans 6:4 and this lesson’s Big Idea together. 

Memory Verse: “We were buried…____  _____________ in _________________ into _______, 

in order that, just as ________  ____  __________ from the ___________ by the glory of the 

Father, we too might walk in ____  ___________ of life” (Romans 6:4). 

Big Idea: Baptism is a _____________ and a ___________________. 

Today’s Main point:  Baptism is a funeral and a birthday party. 

------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------- 

Parent read out: 

Does a birthday party make you a year older? No, you have a birthday party because you are a 

year older. Does a funeral kill a person? No, you have a funeral because a person has already 
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died. As we look at baptism, it is important to understand that your baptism is a celebration of 

the fact that by faith the old sinful you has died with Christ, been buried with Christ, and you 

have been given new life in Christ. 

What does the Bible say? (Child read out) 

• Baptism is like Noah’s ark: 18For Christ also suffered once for sins, the righteous for the 

unrighteous, that he might bring us to God, being put to death in the flesh but made 

alive in the spirit,  19 in which he went and proclaimed to the spirits in prison,  20 because 

they formerly did not obey, when God’s patience waited in the days of Noah, while the 

ark was being prepared, in which a few, that is, eight persons, were brought safely 

through water.  21 Baptism, which corresponds to this, now saves you, not as a removal 

of dirt from the body but as an appeal to God for a good conscience, through the 

resurrection of Jesus Christ,  22 who has gone into heaven and is at the right hand of 

God, with angels, authorities, and powers having been subjected to him. (1 Peter 3:18-

22) 

What does that mean? (Parent read out) 

When you are being baptized, God wants you to understand there is a connection between 

the waters you go through and the waters Noah went through. 

TALK About it (Parent ask) 

• Verse 18 tells us Jesus suffered once for sins. The full payment for sin was made on the 

cross. Who does verse 18 say Jesus suffered for? 

o Jesus, the righteous one, suffered for the unrighteous. Jesus died for sinners. 

• How does it encourage you to hear that Jesus died for the unrighteous? 

o Parent, listen for your child to express hope in Jesus. “I can be forgiven. I can have 

a fresh start. I don’t have to be perfect because Jesus makes me perfect.” 

• Why did Jesus suffer on the cross? What was the goal for his death? See verse 18 

o Jesus suffered on the cross to bring me to God. 

• By getting into the ark, Noah and his family were saved. They were brought safely 

through the waters. Explain why the flood happened? See Genesis 6:11-18 

o God sent the flood to punish sin. The flood happened because the wages of sin is 

death. 

• It will help you to understand 1 Peter 3:18-22 if you think about Jesus’ life, death, and 

resurrection like an ark. We’ve looked at the fact that God has promised to punish you 

for your sin. His wrath will be poured out like the flooding rain in Noah’s day. What is 

the only way you can be saved from God’s wrath? 
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o I have to get into the ark. I have to believe in Jesus or be “in Christ”. 

 

Verse 21 tells us that baptism is like Noah passing safely through the waters of God’s wrath.  

What does that mean? (Parent read out) 

Baptism is an act of faith and in baptism you are acting out your faith. You are baptized 

because you believe you died 2000 years ago with Christ. In baptism, you are buried under 

the waters of God’s wrath. Often when a person is baptized the minister will say “Buried 

with Christ.” You believe you joined him in crucifixion and you believe you joined him in 

burial. Your baptism is your funeral. You believe and tell the whole world, the old you was 

crucified and died with Christ.  

But thankfully you do not stay under the water. You do not stay in that watery grave. The 

person baptizing you raises you up out of the waters. You come up out of the grave. There is 

a resurrection that happens. Because of your faith in Jesus, Jesus brings you safely through 

the waters of God’s wrath. Jesus is like Noah’s ark! 

Baptism is a funeral and a birthday party. When you come up out of the waters you are 

telling the world that because you have been joined to Jesus through faith he has given you 

new life. You are a new person. You have been born again. Baptism is a birthday party. 

TALK About it (Parent ask) 

• What does 1 Peter 3:21 say baptism does? 

o 1 Peter 3:21 says baptism saves you. 

• Does being baptized in water save you? What saves you? See verse 21 

o Going through the motions, or going under water, does not save. What saves is 

the appeal to God for a clear conscience through Jesus Christ. 

• Verse 21 tells us that the most important thing in baptism is an appeal to God for a good 

conscience. The person being baptized must confess his/her sins and cry out to God to 

be made clean. What does verse 21 say brings a good conscience? Does the water take 

away your sins? 

o The death and resurrection of Jesus Christ bring a good conscience. The water 

does not take away my sins. Jesus takes away my sin. 

• What will it look like for you to ask God to forgive your sins? 

o Parent, here we are looking for express faith in Jesus. I often ask children, “Why 

will God forgive you?” Some answer that God forgive because he is forgiving or 

because he is loving. This is true but not all the story. Specifically, God forgives 
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because Jesus died for my sins and rose again. Does your child show the signs of 

personal faith in Jesus? 

Parent read out: 

Jesus suffered for sins. Jesus rose again. Jesus has gone into heaven and is at the Father’s 

right hand. He has the highest place of honor. You can trust Jesus to take away your sins. 

You can trust Jesus to take you safely through the waters of God’s wrath. When you are 

joined to Christ by faith you are made righteous and clean in him.  

The physical waters of baptism don’t make you righteous. Your faith, lived out through 

baptism, connects you to Jesus and he saves you. You join in his death for sins. You join in 

his burial. You join in his resurrection. Because you are joined to Jesus you are given the 

power to live a new life of glad obedience to him. Jesus is the ark that brings you safely to 

God. 

When you go under the water, know that you deserve God’s wrath for your sins, but you 

are safe in Jesus. When you come up out of the water, know that through the work of Jesus 

your sins have been washed away. When you walk out of the water, know that because of 

your faith connection to Christ you are empowered to live a new life. Baptism is a wonderful 

gift of God! 

PRAY Together 

Thank God for making a way for you to be saved. Spend time rejoicing in the fact that in 

Jesus your sins are washed away and you are made righteous. Ask the Holy Spirit to 

continue to teach you everything you need to know about baptism. 
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The Next Few Steps: 

1. Call your pastor and schedule a time to meet up and talk about either being baptized or, 

if you’re not ready, getting some help as you continue to grow in your understanding of 

the Scriptures (2 Timothy 3:14-15). 
2. Write out your testimony. Sharing your testimony means telling someone how God 

saves you through faith in Jesus Christ. Practice talking to your family and friends about 

being saved. The basic parts of a testimony are: 

a. What is the gospel? Explain the biblical gospel in your own words. 

b. What does repentance look like in your life? Explain how you discovered your sin 

and separation from God.  

c. What does faith look like in your life? Explain how you discovered Christ is your 

atoning sacrifice, righteousness, and life. 

3. Continue reading your Bible and praying every day. There are Bible reading plans 

available online (check the resource page at the end of this study). If your church has a 

Bible reading plan, then join in with them. Find someone in your family or church that 

you can meet up with every week or two to discuss what you are learning.    
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Frequently Asked Questions 

• What if my child understands the gospel and wants to be saved? What do I 

do? 
o We take all our cues from Scripture. Any time we wonder what to do, it is good to 

search the Bible for examples of others facing the same situation. So, where in 

Scripture do we see people wanting to be saved? The answer is found in Acts 2 and 

particularly verses 37-41. This study is meant to address the biblical themes of 

repentance, baptism in Jesus’ name, forgiveness, and the gift of the Spirit. You may 

choose to start this study by working through “Day 13: Faith.”  

o Romans 10:1-17 also give a biblical explanation of trusting in Jesus as opposed to 

trusting in our own works. Read through the passage with your child and focus on 

verses 9 and 10. Ask your child to explain what those verses mean. If your child 

demonstrates a personal awareness of his/her need for righteousness and Christ’s 

gift of righteousness through his righteous life, atoning death, and victorious 

resurrection, then encourage your child to call upon the name of the Lord for 

salvation. If doing that doesn’t make sense, you need to do some teaching. And 

that’s what this study is all about! 

 

• What should I expect to happen as I work through this study? 
o Working through this Bible study is no guarantee that your child is a Christian. 

Finishing this study does not mean that your child should be baptized. I wrote this 

study to help you learn, look for, and encourage biblical repentance and faith. God 

has told us a great deal about being born again and we need to teach these truths to 

our children. I also wrote this study to help strengthen your discipleship relationship 

with your child. May this be the first of many intentional Bible studies you do with 

your child to help him/her follow Jesus. I pray this is only the beginning. Finally, I 

wrote this study to help our children understand, believe, and live in step with the 

gospel. This faith starts with repentance, faith, and baptism and will continue until 

Christ returns. May we be found faithful, starting our children on the right foot. 

 

• What if I believe my child is not ready to be baptized but he/she still wants 

to be baptized? What do I do? 
o Part of what it means to be a parent is exercising your God-given authority over your 

child for his/her good (Ephesians 6:1-4; Colossians 3:20). This authority is not self-

serving but for the good of the child. In my own experience, I have to regularly tell 

my children no because they are not yet ready for what they want to do (my 11 year 

old asked to drive the other day), or they ask for things that will hurt them (sodas, 

candy, and dessert after every meal). Faithful parenting is seeking the biblical 
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discernment to know when to teach and when to say no. Faithful parenting is 

seeking the courage of Christ to give what is good, especially when what is good is 

not wanted. If you need to tell your child to wait on baptism, then teach him/her 

why and ask your child to trust and honor your decision. This is also a great 

opportunity to talk with your pastor and seek his input and encouragement.  
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Resources 

Continuing Evangelism, if you and your pastor believe it’s best to wait for clearer signs of 

conversion. 

1. Long Story Short by Marty Machowski 

a. This guide works through the Old Testament with readings, questions 

(answers provided), and prayers based on the reading. The goal is to keep 

the study to 10-15 minutes. 

2. Old Story New by Marty Machowski 

a. This guide works through the New Testament with readings, questions 

(answers provided), and prayers based on the reading. The goal is to keep 

the study to 10-15 minutes. 

3. CY: Christianity Explored published by the Good Book Company 

a. CY works through the Gospel of Mark in order to teach children why Jesus 

came, died, and rose again. The optional Soul DVD is helpful also. 

4. Parents, there are helpful books (available in audiobook, print, and electronically) 

that will deepen your understanding of the gospel and conversion so that you are 

better equipped to talk with your child about salvation. 

a. The Explicit Gospel by Matt Chandler 

b. The Gospel by Greg Gilbert 

c. My Child’s Profession of Faith by Dennis Gundersen 

d. Conversion by Michael Lawrence 

e. Stop Asking Jesus into Your Heart by J.D. Greear  

Daily Bible Reading 

1. If your church has a Bible reading plan, start there. 

2. YouVersion Bible App has multiple plans. While topical plans (about faith, fear, 

anger, etc.) are helpful for the short term, it is preferable to begin reading through 

the Bible every year. If that is too much, read through the New Testament in a year. 

3. For helps and several reading plans visit https://www.esv.org/resources/reading-

plans/ 

Continuing Discipleship 

1. Many of the resources your church uses to teach students have family or take home 

pages to reinforce what is already being taught. Talk to your pastors or children’s 

ministers and ask for recommendations. 

2. Long Story Short by Marty Machowski 

https://www.esv.org/resources/reading-plans/
https://www.esv.org/resources/reading-plans/
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a. This guide works through the Old Testament with readings, questions 

(answers provided), and prayers based on the reading. The goal is to keep 

the study to 10-15 minutes. 

3. Old Story New by Marty Machowski 

a. This guide works through the New Testament with readings, questions 

(answers provided), and prayers based on the reading. The goal is to keep 

the study to 10-15 minutes. 

4. The Inductive Bible Study Method by Sally Michael 

a. This helpful introduction to studying the Bible teaches parents and children 

how to read, observe, interpret, and apply Scripture. 

5. One2One Bible Studies published by The Good Book Company 

a. These are studies of specific books of the Bible and are written to be 

discussed with another. These work well for older children who want to 

study a book of the Bible. There are also studies on manhood and 

womanhood. https://www.thegoodbook.com/bible-study/one-to-one-bible-

studies/  

6. Just for Starters by Philip Jensen 

a. This book has seven basic bible studies to help establish new believers. This is 

a great next step after baptism. 

7. Design for Discipleship published by NavPress 

a. Design for Discipleship is a series of seven books intended to move the newly 

established believer into a fruitful understanding of God, salvation, and living 

in this world.  

 

 


